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EDITORIAL

Welcometo the 2009 edition of Envoy.

Another year hasflown by. Where doesthetime go so quickly?

Meanwhilewe have enjoyed another reunion at the Strand and had opportunity to
joinintheAlumni Weekend(s) organised by King'saswell askeeping intouch
with our ownfriends.

Many thanksto all those who have contacted usto keep in touch - If anyone

would liketo writein with any more snippetsof newsor even articlesfor next
year’sEnvoy, we'll bevery pleased to hear from you (see contact detailson back

page).
Lynw Embling (neeRighy)
(Physics, 1972-1978)
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CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT

Asmost of youwill know, Ann Wood
retired asChair at last year’ SAGM and,
in the absence of any other member
stepping forward to take ontheposition,
| have agreed to do thisfor the next two
years.

The 2008 Reunionand AGM wereheld
on 4th October with Professor Bob
Price asguest speaker —areport onhis
talk appearslater inthemagazine. The
Committee has met on two additional
occasions in the past year, on 4th
February and 20th May.

Thisyear’sReunionwill beheld at the
Strand Campus on Saturday, 3rd
October. Itwill incdludelunchintheRiver
Room and our speaker will be Professor
CliveWilkinson, former lecturer inthe
Physicsdepartment and lifelong cricket
fan, who'stalk will beentitled “ Cricket
balls, neutronsand other projectiles’.

Thenew Chairman of KCLA, Andrew
Parrish, will bejoining usat the Reunion
andwill takethe opportunity of sayinga
few wordsabout KCLA for the benefit
of memberswho may not befamiliar with
KCLA, itsfunctionand relaionshipwith
QECA.

Welcome back to John
Brockhouse, taking the QE(K)A
Chair for the second time.
Shown here playing the bass
with his band
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Members may beinterested to know that King'srunsavariety of departmental
seminarsand talksthroughout the year which are open to alumni from any subject
background. Details can befound under the* What'sOn’ and Alumni areas of the
K CL website and the Community pages of the bi-annual KCLA magazine, ‘In
Touch’. Also, for any memberswho havenot yet attended aKing'sAlumni Week-
end (seealso the KCLA Report), | would encourage you to consider participa-
tioninthefuture. It offersavaried programme of lecturesand exhibitions (some
free) covering arange of subjectsand the concert by the King’'s Symphony Or-
chestrawasaparticular highlight of thisyear’ sevent, so much so that aconcert by
theorchestraislikely to bearegular festure of futureweekends. The 2010 Alumni
Weekend will take place on 11-13 June.

N__:_L__A Our website (www.geca.org.uk)

continues to attract an encouraging

THANKS and number of ‘hits' each month andisa
CONGRATULATIONS very effectiveway for membersto keep
up-to-datewith newsandviews, indulge
inalittlenogtagiaand contact old friends
and colleagues with whom they may
havelost touch.

| would liketo takethisopportunity to
thank the members of the committee
who continueto offer gerling serviceand
support to the branch and without whom
itwould ceasetofunction. Asaways, |
would encourage other peopleto come
forward and joininthe‘ management’
of the branch, as new faces will
undoubtedly bringfreshideaswiththem.

I look forward to meeting many of you
at the Reunionin October.

A huge thankyou to Ann Wbod
for all her work as Chairman

over the last few years.
And many congratulations on
being awarded Fellow of the
Institute of Biology.

[V ey T N

R

John Brockhouse
(Food Sciences 1978)




QE(K)A

FUTURE EVENTS:

ANNUAL ReunioN anD AGM

October 39 2009.

King's College London, Strand Campus

Guest speaker:

Professor Clive Wilkinson

‘Cricket Balls, Neutrons,
and other Projectiles’

10.45
11.30
12.30
13.00
14.30

(Venues, to be confirmed at timeof going to press, include

TealCoffee
Guest Speaker
AGM

Buffet Lunch
Close

Old Committee Room and River Room)

To book, please send cheque (£25) payable
‘Queen Elizabeth (Kensington) Branch KCLA' to
Henry Embling, QE(K)A Membership secretary,

46 Church Lane West, Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 3LW
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QE(K)A Reunion
October 2008

-

. . f o
' Meeting Friends in
the Old Committee
Room

Enjoying Professor
Price’s Address
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Enj oyi ng t he
Reuni on Lunch

Page 7



QE(K)A Annual Reunion
4 October 2008

Address by

Professor Robert Price
QEC Biochemistry Department
1962 to 1985

From Small Beginnings to
I nternational Status:

Mirror of QEC ?

Bob Pricedid not want to go to London. He was doing a biochemistry PhD at
Cardiff and had been offered ajob in Scotland. But he was converted when he
camefor aninterview at QEC ... heloved the cherry blossomin Campden Hill
Road and the highly polished tablein the Council room ... and so accepted the

post.

In 1962, Biochemistry was part of the Nutrition Department that was headed by
Professor John Yudkinwith Molly Copping organising thedegree courseand Eileen
McNally as Senior technician. Yudkin had obtained funding from industry for
some biochemistry research and was convinced that biochemistry would expand.
Thekey personin biochemistry was Don Robinson.

In June 1962 Don sent awel coming | etter to Bob that outlined atentative syllabus
for the biochemistry degreeand ideasfor research that effectively prophesied the
next 25 years. Bob had never given alecturein hislifeand now had to give about
athird of the 74 lecturesin thefirst year syllabus. Therewere 3 papersfor the
genera degreeinthe 2™ year. Don wasparticularly interested inthe possibility of
isoenzymesamong the glycosidases. Unfortunately Don Robinsonfell ill and so
Bob had to cometo London early —and write up hisPhD in 1 month.

To begin with therewere only four peoplein Biochemistry —Don Robinson, Bob
Price, Terry Delany (the Senior Technician, later replaced by Dagmer Vale) and
AnnaFurth, aresearch student.
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Therewere 2 |aboratories, which they shared, and asmall officefor Don. They
had one old col orimeter, one manual fluorimeter that took an hour and twenty
minuteto read 50 tubes, one water bath, four glass pi pettes and some Quickfit
apparatus. They also had two new Warburg Manometers. These were massive
and were kept on top of thelockers. Oneday, Terry found hislocker locked so
went to get adrill to openit. Thevibration caused the plastic rack containing the
manometerstofall onto hishead!

Therewere 8 studentsinthefirst year rising to 12 for the second year intake. With
the onset of the second year the number of lectures doubled, so Don and Bob
each had 75 lecturesto give! Thiswasrelaxed when Norman Dancejoined the
department and took over hisshare of thework.

By 1968 Biochemistry had grownto theextent that it became aseparate department
with 5 academic staff, 5 postgraduates and 80 undergraduates.

In 1970 the department moved into new accommodationinthe JohnAtkinsBuilding
and Don Robinson became Professor of Biochemistry and Head of Department.

Therewerelotsof sporting activities, including tennis, at Campden Hill and cricket
andfootball at Petersham whichwasabeautifully situated ground near theriver.
JohnAtkinshad given QEC theplaying fieldsat Petersham ashefelt that  Ladies
should haveexercise, butinaniceplace' .

By thetime of the merger with Chelseaand King's Collegein 1985 therewere
eleven academic staff, many with international reputations—somewere aready
acclaimed upon joining QEC, othersbuilt their reputationsin the department.

Thedepartment had some stunning students, including John Stirlingwhojoined the
staff and hasdonevery well.

The Collegewasfriendly and female dominated. Miss Sergeant wasPrincipal,
followed by Prof Ken Denbigh and later Robert Barnes. Miss Robinson wasthe
bursar and was al so secretary for the Kensington/Chelsea Tory party while Miss
Sargeant attended the Fabian Society so paliticswerenever discussed. MissGrylls
was Secretary and very much in charge. Thefood and location were excellent.
Bob spent oneand ahalf yearsas sub warden. Miss Robinson apol ogised that he
did not haveaNAMED napkinring.

Therewasavibrant Senior Common Room with associated clubs.
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QEC Biochemistry Department Staff in 1985

Don Robinson 1962-85  Head of Department Biochemistry
& enzymology (medical teaching)

Raobert G Price 1962-85  Carbohydrate structure & function

Norman Dance 1964-85  Protein chemist

Bryan G Winchester 1966-85  Nucleic acids

Roy Howell 1967-85  Lipidchemistry

Christopher F Thurston 1969-70  Microbia metabolism

JohnL Stirling 1970-85  Genetic diseases/enzymol ogy

Donald Exley 1971-83  Analytical chemistry —
immunoassay

Alan Ebringer 1972-85  Tripartite appointment with
Immunology and Microbiology

Susan Malcolm 1979-85  Human geneticist

Jeffery Pollard 1980-85  Cdl biologist

Some Biochemistry staff and ex-students at
Bryan Winchester 'sleaving party
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Theintroduction of amixed hall caused someconcern, but it worked well. Contrary
to concerns, men did not get drunk and thewomen dressed for breakfast.

Thedepartment’ swork in the 1960s covered sengtivefluorescent assays, inhibition
studiesbasic enzymekinetics, physica techniquesfor ion exchange, gel filtration
gd dectrophoresisand smple proceduresfor enzymepurification. Thefirst paper
was publishedin 1965 by AnnaFurth and Don Robinson. It wasasimple paper on
transport movement of moleculesthrough liver lysosoma membranesintherat.
Bob’'sownwork |ooked at glucosidase and galactosidase activitiesusing locusts,
cockroaches, snails, dugsand limpets. Hewanted to dotestsusngamammal, so
went to abutcher in Notting Hill Gateto buy aliver. They did not haveany liver so
he bought akidney instead —aquirk of fatethat resulted in him spending the next
40 yearsworking on kidneys. Hiswork onisoenzymes, rat urineglycosidasesand
kidney damage wasswamped withinterest from Eastern Europe and early research
papers became highly cited. One paper, on urinary enzymes, generated no less
than 700 reprint requests. Theresearch washighly important asit contributed to
the early diagnosis of kidney diseases that needed to be diagnosed as soon as
possibleto effect earlier treatment and give better chance of recovery. One paper
that plotted enzyme activity versusthelevel of renal disease showed one of the
human control groupsto besignificantly different to the others- it turned out he
had been mis-using analgesics.

Other research was conducted under contract to St Thomas' shospital who were
concerned with transplant rejection.

At one point the research needed ared indicator. Percy Praille mentioned that
nitrostyryl turned red, sotheideawasinvestigated and | ater patented asthe NAG
test diagnogtic kit.

Bob remembered there was apretty young girl in the department who worked
hard but disappeared at 5.30 sharp to go and meet her boyfriend. She used to
clean up using chromic acid. One day she madethe solution up and leftitina
plastic bucket onthedraining board. Bob foundit just asthe bottom of the bucket
split dueto the heat and the chromic acid poured down the sink resulting in lots of
steam and smoke and marksthat stayed on the ceiling for the next 30 years.

QEC biochemistry research had started from smdll beginningswith poor equipment
in 1962 but by thetime of the merger with King'sin 1985 it had become one of the
leading departmentsfor Biochemistry with five main areasof research:
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MRC Human Genetic Disease

Molecular mechanismsof rend disease and nephrotoxicity, diagnostics
Blood clotting

Ankylosing Spondylitis'rheumatoid disease

Radioimmunoassay / ELISA

Of theseresearch areas, four had international reputationsand the remaining one
was nationally renowned. The studentswere thriving and many undergraduates
achieved first and upper second degrees, graduate employment wasexcel lent with
many moving onto senior posts.

However, thefundingwasthelowestintheuniversity

So King's planned to cut the department. In abid for survival, Prof Robinson
approached Imperial and Chelsea Collegeswith proposalsfor unitingwith their
departmentsunder asingle head. Nevertheless, the old department fell apart as
many of the‘big names' |eft and went el sewhere.

Despitedll, Biochemistry isoneof thefew of theold QEC degreesthat hassurvived
andisdill runningat King's.

Our thanksto Professor Pricefor taking time out from hisbusy scheduleto come and
give such an interesting talk. He kept us all rivetted despite not being able to show

his slides due to technical hitches with projection equipment.
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King's College London Sixth Annual Alumni Weekend
12-14 June 2009

Tour of Strand Campus

‘From Roman Baths to the old anatomy theatre, Archives Manager Geoff
Browell will lead a special tour of the Srand Campus and will highlight some
of the special, secret and unusual features hidden within.’

Thus stated the notice that tempted alumni to come and discover more about the
impressive building nel ghbouring Somerset House and with pleasant frontagea ong
the Thames.

Thetour took in the grandiose main en-
tranceand hdlway, Chapel, Council Room
and museum exhibits (already familiar to
those who have attended recent QE(K)A
reunions) and the view from therooftops
towards Somerset House. Geoff Browell
proved to be a higly entertaining host,
bursting with knowledge and snippets of
gossip about thehistory of the College, and
morethan made up for spending thefirst
15 minutes of thetour hopping from foot to foot in the heat of the sun outsidethe
main entrance.

Welearnt that King'soriginated from a
body of scholarswho met at aMasonic
Lodge near the Strand. The Strand Cam-
puswasbuilt onthesite of pleasuregar-
densneighbouring Somerset Houseand
wasthelast building to bebuilt in thecol-
onnadegtyle. It ssemed that littleremained
of the Roman Baths- just awave of the
hand towards present day gutters- or the
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anatomy thestre. However, thelong nar-
row lift that many of ushave usedto as-
cend to our coffeein the Council room
turned out to have had aspecific purpose
- itwasthebody lift used to take the un-
fortunate horizontal specimens to the
anatomy theatre. Anatomists became
supiciousonenight whenabody of ayoung
boy turned up still warm. Further investi-
gation unearthed aprofitable businessthat
was‘especialy preparing’ specimensin-
stead of waiting for them to occur natu-
rally and led to new lawsbeing passed re-
garding the procurement of bodies. It
seemed somewhat apt that the body liftis
now behind doorslabelled ‘ College Or-
ganist’ - relating in present timesto the
Sacristy for the College Chapel!

King'saumni indudenotoriousnamessuch
asAlistair Crowley and BorisKarloff as
well asmorefamous scholarsand scien-
tigsinduding Faraday, Rodyn Franklinand
Wilkins. Thelatter, immortalised by their
contributionsto cracking the DNA double
helix, had to conduct their experimentsat
night for fear of explosionsdueto the hy-
drogen gasrequired to minimisethe scat-
tering effectsintheir diffraction apparatus. Wheststone' stelegraph machinesand
Daniel’sfirst batttery ever, proudly displayed in glass cabinets, represented other
of King'sgreat scientificlandmarks.

Thetour concluded with avisit to aviewing balcony on one of the upper floors,
with viewsinto Somerset House and acrossto the Thames.

Our thanksto Geoff Browell for aninformative and entertaining tour.
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Other eventsover theKing's
Alumni weekend included
tours of the London Silver
Vaults, Bank of England
Museum, & Paul’sCatheral,
Merchant Taylor’sHall, Dr
Johnson’s House,
Shakespears'sGlobe, Clink
Museum and & Pancrasand
theGrand Union Canal, plus
variousperformances, pres
entations, exhibitions, includ-
ingtheQueen Elizabeth and
Chelsea archives, reunions
and social events.

Household Sciences and Nutrition
50 year Reunion at King'son
13 June 2009

Details of other forthcoming events can be found at the KCL website link,
www.kcl.ac.uk/news/events_listings_current.php?year=2009.

Weweresurprised to encounter afurther, unscheduled , event upon
returning homeviaWeaterloo Bridge.

Police cordoned off theroad to allow acrowd of some 1000 cycliststo
crossthebridge, riding for charity. Theunusual thing was- they wereall
totally naked!

Thingshave changed alot since our day!! At least we had somerags!
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King's College London Sixth Annual Alumni Weekend
12-14 June 2009

Sudent Days -

Imagesfrom Chelsea and Queen Elizabeth Colleges 1895-1985

| have dwaysthought of archivesaspilesof dusty papersstored away in some
dark cellar, never to seethelight of day again, but saved just in case someone,
somewhere, wantsto seethem, someday.

However, thanksto King'sarchivist team, Janine Bancroft, Frances Pattman and
Carl Taylor, al kinds of ephemerafrom QEC and Chelseahave been collated as
part of aone-month exhibition for the Story of London Festival - carefully cata-
logued, restored and exhibited providing ahistoric record of achievement and
nostalgic memoriesfor thosewho sill care.

Wewere priveleged to seeadisplay of thearchiveoriginalsduring the Alumni
weekend and a preview of the exhibition to be launched onto the World Wide
Web. Thearchivesincluded an amazing collection of carefully accumulated scrap
books, bursting with newspaper and other clippingsof the College, aswell as
photographs dating back to WW1 when KCHSS ran acourse on Trench Cook-
ery, through to the closure of the College uponitsamalgamation with King's.

Much of thismateria has now been scanned and placed ontheinternet to provide
“an online, publicly accessible catalogue of therich and varied photographic
and ephemera collections of Chel sea College and Queen Elizabeth College.’

Theexhibitioniswell organised under sectionssuch asHistory, Academic devel -
opment, At War, Social Lifeand Royal Patronage, and includesagallery with
historic photosnicely arranged with an underlying film-strip to aid selection.

Theexhibitionisnow available at www.archives.kingsimages.net/exhibitions/
studentdays/queenelizabethcollege and www.aim25.ac.uk. It can a so be accessed
viathe QE(K)A website at www.geca.org.uk.

Congratulationsto theKing'sarchivistsswho aredoing asterling job in preserving
the history of QEC/K CHSS and keeping it alive on theworld wideweb.
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Trench Cookery - Daily Telegraph 16 Oct 1915

Cookery lessonsin atrench dug in the grounds of the new King's
Collegefor Women arethefeatures of aspecia courseon camp cook-
ery to beinaugurated at the college today and open to non students.
Thiscourseisthought to be especially useful towomen war workers,
inview of thefact that the employment of women as cooks, porters,
orderlies& c, isnow permittedin military hospitals. Thepractical work
inthe camp cookery coursewill be undertaken out of doorswhenever
possibleand will includethe building and making of outdoor fires, ov-
ens&c, theimprovising of camp cookery implementsand thejointing
of meat. Many women who are good and experienced cooks do not
know what todoif suddenly called uponto cater for 100 or 150 nurses,
nor the best way of dealing with a quarter of abullock or awhole
sheep handed over to them by theArmy Service Corps......

Cooking on a built up trench, 1915 (Ref. Q/PHIT)




OBITUARIES

Professor Christopher
Frank Thurston

(29 June 1944 — 18 July 2008

Thenewsof Chris death brought both
sadnessandrdief a hisfina escgpefrom
theillnessthat hasdogged him sincehis
heart attack just over eight yearsago.

| have many memoriesof Chrisgoing
back to our first meeting at the *Wel-
come Party’ when | started as an un-
dergraduatein Microbiology at QECin
1970. Chrishadjoined QEC asanAs-
gdant Lecturer inthe Biochemistry Dept
in1969freshfromdoing hisPhD at UCL
and in 1970 transferred to a L ecture-
shipintheMicrobiology Dept, soitwas
awelcomeparty for himtooinaway.

Asaresult of hiscontributionsto Micro-
biology research and teaching, aswell
asto collegemanagement over theyears
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at QEC and King's, Chris was pro-
moted to Senior Lecturer (1984) and
then Professor (1996).

Christaught molecular biology in par-
ticular, but aso microbial metabolism
and genetics, plant biotechnology, algal
and cyanobacteria systematics(which
had been among hisfirst researchinter-
ests) and devel opmental biology. One
of my earliest recollectionsof hislec-
tures, isof himdgtting onthefront bench
of the Lower Ground Floor Lecture
theatreintheAtkinsbuilding. I think he
wastryingto get usenthused about dime
moulds and their development but |
could never seetheir attraction!

Hismany (ca20) PhD studentswill be
particularly sad at hispassing. Hisfirst
research student was a contemporary
of mine—LeeRichards—who became
alecturer, first in the I sotope Unit at
QEC, thenin Microbiology asaresult
of themergersandrationdisationsinthe
mid 1980's. Hehimsdf hasonly recently
retired fromKing's. Chris secondre-
search student was Joy L eonard who
eventualy married Robert Poole, alec-
turer in Microbiology and ultimately
Head of Department. Chrisalso co-su-
pervised mefor ayear when my super-
visor moved to Warwick and | needed
in-house supervisioninthedayslong



before two supervisors became the
norm. In many waysthe Microbiology
department had very much afamily fed
toitand while Chriswasabit of alate-
comer, hewasdtill anong the*founding
fathers' of the Microbiology Dept at
QEC which wasitself one of thefirst
non-Medicd Microbiology departments
inthe country, and thefirgt of itskindin
London.

Chrismade significant contributionsto
research either oneor in collaboration
with peopleinsdeand outsdeof King's.
Hisfirst focus was on the green alga
Chlorela. Hesubsequently collaborated
(with John Stirling, Jeremy Mason, Pe-
ter Bennetto) on microbial fuel cells
which not only produced many research
papers, but also led to commercial de-
velopment and someroyatiesfrom Cam-
bridge BioSciencesplcto college. Inthe
final 15yearsof hisresearch career he
collaborated with (thelate) David Wood
at HRI and their combined efforts on
the molecular biology of Agaricus
bisporus (cultivated mushroom) was
heldinhighesteeminternationdly.

In the College community Chriswill
probably be best remembered for his
extens veand outstanding contribution
to college management by hisservices
to at least 20 Committees and Boards
during his3lyearsat QEC/King's. He
was a member of the QEC Merger
Working Party and ultimately thejoint

Working Party for theKing's, Chelsea,
QEC merger planning (1983-85). He
played asimilar rolefrom 1994 on the
AcademicPanning Teamfor theKing's
UMDS merger. Hewas Deputy Head
of the Division of Biosphere Sciences
from 1988-91 and retained ahigh pro-
filein Divisona management initssuc-
cessor, Life Sciences. Hewasrespon-
siblefor planning and management of
college space and itsusage (on various
Estates committees) for at least 15
years. | recall for severa yearshiscon-
stant referral to * The Cornwall House
Project’ and hiswork for the project
planning teamwhich usualy meant that
he would have innumerabl e sheets of
plansor measurements, catalogues, and
company rep visitors. He also made
sometripsoverseasto seelabsalready
designed/furnished by aforementioned
companies. | recall hisstoriesof atrip
to Californiato see new labs, but his
overwheming memory wasof hishotel
roomwhichwaslocated awvay fromthe
core of the hotel and was accessed by
ahighwalkway —which did no good
for hisvertigo! FWB asitistoday is
largely based on the scheme he gener-
atedfor disposition of theoffice, socid,
teaching, library and research space.

It canrightly besaidthatinhis31years
inthe college (and QEC) hecontributed
and achieved far abovethenorm.

Ann PWood, 30 June 2008
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Patricia Mills

| don't know what it is that creates
friendships; maybeit’s an inevitable
result of living in close quarterswith
others, certainly afeatureof thefirs year
of university life; maybe it's from a
common interest in study, or maybe
simply a serendipitous meeting.
Whatever thecause, therel was, placed
inanew environment, away fromhome
and fending for mysdlf; andtherel met
ayoung person, likemyself, travelling
to London, but from thefar West—well,
Maidenhead really. Miss Patricia(Pat)
Mills had long, wavy auburn hair, a
bubbly character, can-do attitude, ready
smileand aninfectiouslaugh. Wetaked
and found that we shared common
interests; studying thesamecourseunits
inFood Science, smilar musical tastes,
love of thesatre etc., and within afew
momentsof QEC initiationafriendship
wasformed that haslasted until theall
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too early passing of Pat in February of
thisyear.

Those of you who knew Pat will have
your own memoriesof her, but let me
sharewithyou afew of my own.

Pat was keenly focused in everything
that shedid, well organised, kind and
thoughtful. Studyingin London provided
many opportunitiesoutsdeacademiclife
and they were well used. Trips to
thegtres, concerts, ballet, museumsand
gallerieswerefrequent. Summertime
heral ded the tennis season and Pet, an
avid tennis player, and | visited the
Wimbledon courts, queued up for
tickets, ate strawberriesand, of course,
wereever hopeful of aBritishwin. Our
Youth Hostelling Easter holiday around
theNetherlandstravelling from Harwich
and organised by Pat wasgreat fun.

Duringour timein SonHogd (you may
or may not recd| thisplace of residence)
wewould regularly prepare mealsfor
our group of friends, with the Sunday
dinner (cooked by thegirlsand definitely
not theboyd!) culminatinginlisteningto
Kenny Everett ontheradio andlooking
out from our rooftop atticroomwindows
over London, withitsvarying shapes
and hues, and talking about our plans
for thefuture.

Moving onfrom QEC, with degreesin
Food Sciencesfirmly in-hand, webegan
our respective careers, but always
keeping in contact. And, when thetime



came for meto marry Brian, asame-
year QEC physics student, Pat
consented to be my bridesmaid (maid
of honour) at my wedding held at the
sunny south coast of Eastbourne. | can
only assume that Pat had no hand in
tying the cans etc. to the back of the
car!

Our friendship and contact was
maintained even when Brian and |
moved toAmericainthemid-Eighties.
Pat and | till managed towriteto each
other and, even better, Pat visited usin
Pasadena.

Brian and | returned to the UK with
baby intow and it was so ddlightful that
(now Auntie) Pat would visit usinthe
wildsof Oxfordshireto seeour offspring
(increased by onemoreafter our return)
grow and develop. Her Mini arriving at
our home, usually by way of far-flung
places, was always a source of
excitement and thechildren enjoyed her
fun-loving sairit. Inreturn, wevisited Pat
in her London flat — it was her joy
planning and decorating her flat and she
diditsowel. Sheasoloved her garden,
finding chanceto relax in-between her
busy schedule.

Pat found much happinesswith Rich-
ard, her husband, and their new house
in London provided Pat with her next
decorating chalenge. Richard provided
aresolute staff for her tolean uponin
thedifficult timesof herillnessand treat-

ment, and he cared for her so well. It
was S0 sad to see her struck downwith
ill hedlth, particularly oneso vibrant and
active, and at sordatively young anage.

Those of you who knew Pat will have
your own memories, andtothoseof you
who didn’t know her, rejoice in your
friendshipsmadethrough QEC, they are
precious bondsto keep and cherish.

Pat, we, your friendsof QEC, all miss
you. It shard to believethat you' veleft
usandit’sdifficult to comprehend that |
will not hear or seeyouagaininthislife.
But, thanksfor your loyd friendshipover
theyears—1 shall remember you for-
ever.

God bless,
Jane Ellison (néeMcBain)

Guy Faciusstudied physicsat QECin
themid 70's. Hebecameahelicopter
pilot and wasdrafted into the Falklands
in 1982. Guy died of cancer 17 Octo-
ber 2008. Those who knew Guy will
remember himasatdl vivacious, ‘ larger
thanlife character whowill besadly re-
membered.

David Bently, well known at QEC
around 1982 andshared aflatin Colville
Gardens, died afew years ago, aged
only 38, after abrave battlethrough sev-
era coursesof chemotherapy.
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News from members

Audrey Carter (nee Chivers)
wrotein October 2008:

‘Onreceipt of ‘In Touch’ yesterday, |
realised it wasexactly 60 yearsago that
wearrived at abomb damaged KCHSS
to begin our wonderful college experi-
ence (most of thetime)!’

Audrey now livesin Toronto, Canada,
andisdtill intouch withthree other Ca-
nadianAlumni from 1948 : Jean Benson
(Mackie) near Toronto, Pam Campbell
(Bulstrode) in Calgary and Vronwen
Davies(Vaisey) in Ottowa. Audrey has
attended the King’'s Canadian alumni
branchin Ontario and wished shecould
be at the QE(K)A reunion. She asked
usto ‘ passontheword that we' restill
around'.

Bomb Damage to
East Front in
February 1944.
Miraculously, 3000
volumes were
retrieved from the
remains of the
librarywhich,
together with the
Physics Laboratory,
was totally demol-
ished.

Colin Young, Microbiology 1971-
1974, married Jane Welsh, microbi-
ology 1976. Colindid hisPhD inIm-
munology under Alan Ebringer and has
sncelectureda UCLA, Surrey Univer-
sity, Mayo Clinic, University of Cam-
bridge, andfor thelast 20yearsat A& M
University in Texas. He currently re-
searchesand teacheson InfectiousDis-
easesand Multiple Sclerosis. Colinhas
just been gppointed Editor-in-Chief for
seven reference books for Springer -
each 1000 pageslong and coveringAl-
lergic Diseases, Autoimmune Diseases,
Infectious Diseasesand Vaccines. Heis
also co-editor of areference book on
AIDS and has now been asked to do
two more bookson Malariaand Tuber-
culoss. Hesaysthat * Unfortunately, all
thewriting keeps me off the streetsand
out of the pubs!’

S mmsmadtT e = S ok

Photo reprinted with permission King's College London Archives
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Peter Gilyard-Beer, QECElec-
tronicsUnit 1980-90. Peter, dlias' Hairy
Pete’, writesthat ‘ nowadaysthehair is
much shorter and mostly grey’ . Hemar-
ried Stephanie (nee Johnson, QEC
Chemistry, Management Studiesand
Pinbal, 1977-80) andthey now livein
Peterborough. Peter works freelance
building bespoke el ectronics systems
and Stephanieworkswiththelocal coun-
cil. Peter is still in touch with Andy
Cakebread whoisstill driving mass
spectrometers at the Strand site, and
would liketo get back intouchwith Botz
(lan Bottomley, Biochemidtry).

Sheila Darzi (nee Charnley),
Ingtitutionad Management course, 1957-
59, would be pleased to hear from any
of her fellow studentsor contemporar-
iesthat knew her. Sheilaisnow an‘ed-
erly undergraduate takingaBScinAn-
thropology at Roehampton!

LETTERS:
Dear Sr/Madam

| had threevery happy yearsat the Col-
lege 1933-36, doing thedegree course.
| remember MissDillon sowell and
was most interested in her memoires
and also the obituary of Miss Jean
Hunter Dunn. | had not known that she
wasat the College.

IN 1940, | saw the Warden of the Col-
legein Cardiff with surprise. | then met
Mrs Jackman briefly and then found
that MissLindsay wasstayingwitha
Professor and hiswifevery near where
I lived! MissLindsay cametoteawith
my mother and | acoupleof timesand
| enjoyed meeting her so much.

KCHSS, asit then was, was such a
happy and lovely college. Several of
us kept in touch through life - sadly
severd havedied, but | am «till incon-
tact withtwo fellow students!

With my good wishes,
Yourssincerdly,

Margaret Edwards

Cadiff
11 September 2008
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Extract from KCHSS Magazine, May 1949:

YOU and ME

Budding mathematicianswho spend most of their time
cooking their lab resultsmay beinterested inthe
fallowing.

I rrespective of thefindings of the USA experts, thefollowing seemto bethe
stark factsfacing you and me:-

Population of the UK 46,000,000
People of 65 yearsor older 12,000,000
Balanceleft over to do thework 34,000,000
Peopleof 18 yearsor under '16,000,000
Balanceleft over to do thework 18,000,000
Peopleworking for the government 9,000,000
Balanceleft over to do thework 9,000,000
Peopleinthe Armed Services ~ 2,000,000
Balanceleft over to do thework 7,000,000
Peoplein State and Council Offices 6,800,000
Balanceleft over to do thework 200,000
Peoplein hospitals, lunatic asylumspoolsandgreyhoundracing  ~ 126,000
Balanceleft over to do thework 74,000
Spivsand otherswho won't work (eg Students) 62,000
Balanceleft over to do thework 12,000
Personsin Jail ~ 11,998
Balanceleft over to do thework 2

Two - you and me, so you had better start pulling your socksup, for | am
getting fed up running thiscountry alone.
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Allright, I’ll pull up my socks.
But, redlly, thereisnot much timeto do thework. Consider :-

Intheyear thereare 365 days
But for 16 hoursof theday , | andeeping, emmg or resting,

whichistheequivaent of 243
Leaving to do thework ; 122
But | don’twork on Sundays "S5~ 52
L eaving to do thework ? | 70
Nor do | work on Saturday afternoons ' 26
Leaving to do thework 44
| dsotakeaholiday inthe summer of 14
Leaving to do thework 30
Therearealso Student Rags, hair setsbefore U.L. U hops, etc 6
Leaving to do thework 24
Timeoff for sicknessaverages 7
Leaving to do thework 17
Absenteeism (morning after queuing

for the Old Vic and Covent Garden) 7
Leaving to do thework 10
Sometimes| haveto it for examinations 6
Leaving to do thework 4

Thenfillinginformsfor the National Hedlth, Wreless, Dog, Shooting,
poetic licences, bus queues, etc 4
Leaving to do thework 0

S0, you seg, | havetowait till leap year comesround beforel can get anything
done.

60 years on - W the results be the same when updated to present day?
Perhaps someone could send in an update????
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KCLA Report

by John Brockhouse

Three meetings of KCLA Council have taken placein the past year - on 28 January,
6 May and 15 July.

The KCLA AGM and Dinner, held on 30 October 2008, saw a record number of
changes in the officers and membership of the Council including a new President,
Professor Dame Janet (‘Jinty’) Nelson, and Chairman, Andrew Parrish. Andrew
began his tenure by initiating areview of the future role of KCLA, including the
relative roles and responsibilities of the Executive Committee and the Council, and
the devel opment of some Strategic Objectives. He has set up anumber of projects,
amongst which are:

* arevision of theconstitution;

*  development of athree year business plan;

* aplanto coordinate and expand the programme of cultural eventsto reach
alumni and students with different interests and to showcase the particular
expertise and skills of current staff, students and alumni;

* anew branch (New Alumni Group) to engage with and secure support from
new and recent King's alumni.

Together with the President, he is also pursuing the issue of the change in KCLA
representation on the College Council caused by reduction in the size of Council, a
result of revision of college statutes.

Alumni Office news

The Alumni and Development Office recently received two industry awards that
recognize the good work, best practices and |eading marketing programmes run by
King's. They are: the gold award for * Best alumni publication’ for In Recognition;
and the gold award for the Marketing Team as ‘ Marketing team of the Year’.

Alumni Weekend

Thegrowing popularity of King'sAlumni Weekend (12th to 14th June) was confirmed
by atotal of 585 bookings (340 alumni and 245 guests) being taken, a 33% increase
on last year's figure. The thematic approach (Literature and the Arts) used to
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organise the programme of events was agreat way to highlight the achievements of
King's talented alumni and it is hoped that a similar approach to Alumni Weekend
programming may be used in future.

Of particular interest to QEC alumni was the display of, and talk on, the QEC and
Chelsea College Archives (see page 15), the setting up of which has been financed
by a donation from the Annual Fund as noted in last year’s KCLA Report. More
information on the archive can be found on our website (www.geca.org.uk)

Forthcoming Events
Amongst the events taking place during the autumn are as follows:

u 1 October City Networking evening,

u 10 October Studentsv Alumni Sports Day,

u 19to 24 October  Arts and Humanities week featuring a number
u of evening eventsplusthejournaist,

u media personality and alumnus Martin Bashir
u as guest speaker,

u 6 November KCLA AGM and Dinner,

u 10 November Annual War Studies |ecture and

[ |

19 November Law Society lecture on the Lisbon Treaty.

Detailsof theseand other forthcoming events (exhibitions, talks, seminarsand courses)
can be found at the KCL website link, www.kcl.ac.uk/news/
events listings current.php?year=2009.

FINDING OLD FRIENDS

If you are trying to contact old friends from school or University, it may be
worth trying the website friendsreunited.co.uk which links members of
former schools, colleges and workplaces.

In Touch also has a website to help people to contact each other:
www.kcl.ac.uk/alumni

Better still, please encourage old friends to join the QE(K)A Branch of the
Association. See back cover for contact details.
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