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Welcome to the 2010 edition of Envoy. I am
delighted to have a packed newsletter this year with
lots of news of members, a fascinating article on
Observatory Gardens by Duncan Steel and
comprehensive coverage not only of our own
QE(K)A Reunion in October 2009 but also, by John
Brockhouse, of some of the interesting topics covered
at the King’s Alumni weekend. Many thanks to all
who have written in and contributed to keeping the
KCHSS/QEC flames burning.

Please keep sending in your snippets of  news - we
always look forward to hearing from you.

Lyn Embling (nee Rigby) (Physics, 1972-1978)
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORCHAIRMAN’S REPORCHAIRMAN’S REPORCHAIRMAN’S REPORCHAIRMAN’S REPORTTTTT

The 2009 Reunion and AGM was held on 3rd October
and we were delighted to welcome 32 members and guests
including Professor Clive Wilkinson, our speaker, and
several other former staff.  Clive was formerly a lecturer
in the Physics department with, in addition to Neutron
Physics, a great interest in cricket and he managed to
combine these two diverse areas in an entertaining talk
entitled ‘Cricket balls, neutrons and other projectiles’.

This year’s Reunion will be held at the Strand Campus on Saturday, 2nd October.
and will include a buffet lunch in the River Room. Our guest speaker will be Pro-
fessor Mike Black, Emeritus Professor of Plant Physiology at King’s and formerly
a lecturer at QEC (in Botany and subsequently Plant Biology) from 1960 until  the
merger with King’s in 1985, where he continued until his retirement in 2000.  The
title of his talk has yet to be confirmed but I have no doubt it will be both informa-
tive and entertaining, and details will be posted on the branch website
(www.qeca.org.uk) as soon as they are available.

In addition to the AGM, the Committee met on two occasions during the past year
on 27th January and 19th May.

Our website (www.qeca.org.uk) continues to receive a regular number of visits
each month.  It carries news and views, and is a vehicle for keeping the member-
ship in touch and up-to-date with news of old friends and colleagues and with
significant developments at King’s.

Both the King’s website (www.kcl.ac.uk) and ‘In Touch’, the college magazine,
are also sources of information about activities at King’s such as the departmental
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seminars and talks that are run throughout the year.  These are open to alumni from
any subject background and details can be found via the links to the ‘What’s On’
and Alumni areas of the website and in the Community pages of the magazine.
Next year’s Alumni Weekend will take place on 10th - 12th June 2011.

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank the members of the com-
mittee.   Without the service and support that they provide the branch would cease
to function and we are happy to welcome new faces and ideas to join us on the
‘management team’.  As you will see above, we only meet a couple of times a year
so it doesn’t require a huge time commitment.

Finally I must remind members
that I shall be standing down
from the post of chair of the as-
sociation at the AGM in Octo-
ber.  So far we have received
no nominations for the position
but I would ask all members to
consider stepping forward for a
period as I believe that, if the
responsibility (such as it is) is
shared around, nobody need
feel that in taking on the role
they have taken on a ‘job for
life’.

I hope that as many of you as
possible will be able to come to
this year’s reunion and I look
forward to meeting many of you
in October.

John Brockhouse

(Food Sciences, 1978)

Nominations
are invited

for
QE(K)A

CHAIRMAN

Please contact John Brockhouse
for further information

Tel: 020 8868 6696
Email: john.brockhouse@btinternet.com

!!!
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ANNUAL REUNION AND AGM

October 2
nd

 2010.

QE(K)A

King’s College London, Strand Campus

Guest speaker:

Emeritus Professor Mike Black

10.45 Tea/Coffee
11.30 Guest Speaker
12.30 AGM
13.00 Buffet Lunch
14.30 Close

(Coffee in  Old Committee Room and Lunch in River Room )

To book, please send cheque (£25) payable
‘Queen Elizabeth (Kensington) Branch KCLA’ to
Henry Embling, QE(K)A Membership secretary,

46 Church Lane West, Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 3LW
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Guest Speaker
Professor Clive Wilkinson

with  ex colleagues from the
QEC Physics Department

Students from
the ‘70s.....

..... and a little bit
before.
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 QE(K)A Annual Reunion

 3 October 2009

Address by

Professor

Clive Wilkinson

CRICKET BALLS, NEUTRONS

AND OTHER PROJECTILES

The structure of materials can be probed by irradiating them with particles and
examining the resultant diffraction pattern. Mill workers used to test whether a
cotton weave was moist enough by shining a light through the cloth and examining

the pattern produced. Laser/X-ray photons,
electrons, protons and neutrons are also
used for various purposes to highlight dif-
ferent features.

Neutron diffraction can be used to provide
information on the positions of atomic nu-
clei. As neutrons carry a magnetic moment
they can interact with the unpaired spins
on atoms to give information on their mag-
netic properties. Neutrons are scattered by
hydrogen which has hardly any affect on
X-rays. X-radiographs are used on humans
but due to the higher radiation damage,
neutron radiographs are only used in very
severe cases.

Neutron diffraction pattern likened to
the players in a cricket match.

(Photo: Zimbabwe vs Australia 1999)
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Looking down into the
‘swimming pool’ cooling the ILL

reactor core.

The knowledge gained from neutron scat-
tering experiments can be used to help the
development of stronger magnets, higher
temperature superconductors and im-
proved plastics. Neutrons can be used to
develop and test the rare earth magnets
that are crucial to magnetic levitation trains.
Neutron radiography was used to investi-
gate the rails from the Hatfield railway
crash, which showed excessive strains in the steel. Every Rolls Royce aero-engine
turbine blade is tested using neutron radiography before assembly.

The Institut Laue Langevin (ILL) in Grenoble has the world’s most intense reac-
tor to produce neutrons for experimental research. ILL was founded in 1967 by
France and Germany and named after the German Max Von Laue  (Nobel prize in
1914 for his work on X-ray diffraction ) and the French physicist Paul Langevin.
(Marie Curie , awarded two Nobel prizes for her work on radioactivity, had an
affair with Paul Langevin, which caused a huge scandal at the time!)

Britain joined ILL as an equal partner in 1973 (late as usual!) but the names of the
British scientists William Henry Bragg  and William Lawrence Bragg ( the father
and son who shared a Nobel prize in 1915) and James Chadwick (Nobel Prize in

1935 for his work on the neutron)  were not
included in the Institut’s title.

The ILL high flux beam reactor is based on
nuclear fission. Both power reactors and re-
search reactors rely on neutron chain reac-
tions. In a power reactor the heat is used to
drive a turbine for electricity generation and
extraneous neutrons are absorbed by the
shielding, while in a research reactor neutron
beams are extracted through collimators and
the heat is dissipated in cooling water circuits.
The ILL research reactor is shielded by a
‘swimming pool’ of water. This and its con-
tainment building have recently been air-crash
and earthquake proofed at great expense.

Comparison between X-ray and
neutron radiographs
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Miss Dillon and Professor Burge, the two
heads of the Physics department.

Second year physics laboratory

Petersham Sports Pavillion

Physics department Six-a-side cricket
team, with T- shirts showing the

Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle
Clive Wilkinson, Geoff Copland,, ???,

Mike Sprackling, Turab Luckman,
Hushang Balyuzi

Physics huts in the quadrangle Physics staff  football team
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Life as a suitcase scientist
Professor Wilkinson used to prepare his samples at QEC, apply to ILL to do his
experiment, fly off to Grenoble, and then return to QEC with the results for the
magnetic structure. Although this used to be quite an ‘exotic lifestyle’, it did get
rather wearying after a while.  He joined QEC in 1967 (Professor Burge was
departmental head)  and taught second and third year students. The Physics de-
partment used the huts in the Quadrangle but these were demolished to make way
for a new Physics  extension  building in 1971.

QEC was very sociable with an annual pancake race that always ended up with
student dunkings in the pond. There were thriving sports activities at the Petersham
grounds and Clive used to play in the six-a-side cricket and staff cricket and foot-
ball teams.

It was interesting to note that the thriving social atmosphere at QEC tied in with
Dunbar’s number (~150), the theoretical cognitive limit to the number of people
with whom one can maintain a stable social relationship - there were about 120
academic staff in QEC at its peak in 1975, and an average of about 110 students
in the physics department.

After the QEC merger with KCL, Clive
went, in 1988, to ILL for a year on sab-
batical leave. While he was there he was
offered a position at the European
Molecular Biology Laboratory to build
a Laue diffractrometer (LADI) - Neu-
trons are expensive to produce so neu-
tron image plates were developed to
provide a ‘wrap round’ detector  to
catch all of the neutrons scattered (a
Laue diagram) rather than just those
corresponding to a specific wavelength.

In 1997 Clive was co-author of a paper on neutron diffraction from tetragonal hen
egg white lysosyme. Unfortunately it was rejected by the third referee, so Clive
asked for a fourth opinion. The fourth referee liked the paper so much that it made
the cover page of Nature Structural Biology under the headline of ‘Neutrons ex-
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Our thanks to Professor Wilkinson for bowling an enlightening talk ...
We may have been stumped in parts but were sad when it was over.

pand the structural universe’!

A second automated Laue diffractometer was developed - the Very Intense Ver-
tical Axis Laue Diffractometer (VIVALDI) - which had improved detection effi-
ciency with fast access and could be used on very small samples. Another spin off
of the work was the development of image plate technology for low dose X-
radiography - Clive’s dentist was most impressed to find his patient was familiar
with the technology behind the brand new equipment he was using to examine his
teeth!

Clive continued playing cricket at ILL. At one time the team included the Lincoln-
shire opening bowler and a Derbyshire II all rounder. Most of their matches were
played away in Switzerland but they also had a fixture against Lyon cricket club in
France. The cricket pitch in CERN is right in the middle of the CERN accelerator,
with protons zooming around below the pitch at 11000 revs/second!
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Clive Wilkinson was a popular  Lecturer in the QEC Physics Department
which he joined after completing a PhD and two year research fellowship in
x-ray and neutron crystallography at Harwell and the Cavendish Labora-
tory. Clive’s research took him to Sweden, Switzerland, Germany, USA
and Japan but most of his experimental work involved regular visits to the
Institut Laue Langevin (ILL) High Flux Beam Reactor in Grenoble.

From 1989-99 he was head of the Instrumentation Group at the Grenoble
Outstation of the European Molecular Biology Laboratory,  developing im-
age plate techniques for the measurement of neutron diffraction patterns to
determine the atomic structure of protein crystals.

When in Grenoble, he lived close to the 1968 Winter Olympic ski station of
Chamrousse, which allowed him to develop his coarse skiing technique. He
also joined the cricket and football teams, continuing to the ‘veteran’ stage
with both sports, and he still turns out for the King’s College Staff cricket
team when he can.

Since his retirement and return to the UK, Clive has been a Visiting Profes-
sor at KCL and Durham University, still going to Grenoble on a regular basis
to continue his research work.

Otherwise, Clive and his wife occupy their time visiting their children and
grandchildren in the UK and New Zealand.

Professor Clive Wilkinson
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A Story of Observatory Gardens

Duncan Steel

If you were not a resident of Queen Mary Hall when you were at QEC, the closest
you could live was just across Campden Hill Road in Observatory Gardens. Whilst
the long row of houses there were doubtless highly-respectable abodes for dec-
ades after they were built in the 1880s, and I’m sure that nowadays they have re-
attained a high status, value and internal décor, when I was at QEC in the 1970s
many of the houses were run down and had become cheap student accommoda-
tion.

Perhaps some kind reader could put me right on this, but if I recall correctly a
certain student who I shall identify only ‘Geoff’ was arrested after he threw a beer
bottle at a passing Bobby on foot patrol. Geoff’s eventual criminal conviction,
however, was not for lobbing the glass missile – from the attic window, four floors
up, giving him a considerable ballistic advantage but thankfully missing the police-
man – but for what the police found when they identified the window from which
the projectile had been launched, and burst into the flat. Geoff’s window boxes
were full of marijuana plants, and his excuse for throwing the bottle was that he
was ‘stoned’.



 Page 15

That story might be apocryphal – and I noted that correction was invited, perhaps
in next year’s Envoy – but it allows me to introduce my story by making a jump
from one court case to another. The court case I’d like to tell you about, albeit
briefly, occurred in the 1830s, and was later termed ‘The (Astronomical) Trial of
the Century’. For years it was featured, in one way or another, in the columns of
The Times and other newspapers. And as you can guess, it is linked with the
naming of Observatory Gardens.

This is a story of which I gave a glimpse in an article for Envoy back in 2003. Let
me expand on it a little here. At the eastern end of Observatory Gardens there is a
blue plaque on a railing that says that the street in question takes its name from an
observatory that once stood there, and which “contained for a time the largest
telescope in the world.” It also men-
tions that the observatory was
owned by a Sir James South, and
round about you will find various
houses named South this-or-that; for
example, South Lodge on Campden
Hill Road, where Ford Madox Ford
once lived.

The large telescope that was installed there – South possessed several fine instru-
ments – was not in fact “the largest telescope in the world”. It was the largest
refractor (or lens telescope). Bigger reflector (mirror) telescopes had been con-
structed earlier, notably that built by Sir William Herschel (discoverer of the planet
Uranus) at his home near Slough. South’s telescope had a lens just under 12-
inches in diameter; Herchel’s biggest reflector used a curved mirror more than four
times that width.

The Royal Astronomical Society – founded in 1820 as the Astronomical Society
of London with Herschel as the first President – has as part of its crest a drawing
of one of Herschel’s telescopes. When I became a Fellow of the RAS in 1986, I
was sent a copy of its Royal Charter of 1831, through which the ‘Royal’ was
added to its name. That charter begins as follows.



Page 16

Actually it was South, as President, who arranged for this royal seal of approval,
and this was the start of some of his troubles. He had been elected President of the
Astronomical Society of London in 1829, and the statutes dictated that South
could only remain in that position for two years. During that time, being well-
connected he was machinating for a royal charter, but the death of King George IV
in mid-1830 delayed things. By the time that King William IV had given approval,
South’s tenure as President should have expired – but he finagled his name into the
wording of the RAS’s Royal Charter, as above, and had the text stipulate that he
should serve for a third year, making him the first President of the Royal Astro-
nomical Society. Against the rules, but who was going to argue against a document
that the king had signed?

That year (1831) South was also knighted, but he’d made enemies: an anonymous
pamphlet appeared, entitled The Knighthood of Sir James South: A Deathblow
to Science. That, though, was only a skirmish announcing a greater war to come.

The blue plaque in Observatory Gardens contains another error. It says that the
observatory was also built in that year of 1831, but in fact South had erected his
other telescopes there several years earlier. It’s difficult to imagine, now, but back
then Kensington was not part of ‘London’, as such, and South had constructed his
observatory as you might expect near the crest of a prominent hill (Campden Hill,

WILLIAM THE FOURTH, by the Grace of God, of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, to all to
whom these presents shall come, greeting.

WHEREAS SIR JAMES SOUTH, of the Observatory, Kensington,
in the County of Middlesex, Knight, has, by his Petition, humbly
represented unto Us, that he, together with others of Our loyal subjects,
did, in the year 1820, form themselves into a Society, of which We
have since been pleased to become the Royal Patron, for the
encouragement and promotion of Astronomy…



 Page 17

obviously), and was surrounded by
green fields and dark, clear skies. He
had chosen that site after returning to
England in 1826, having spent several
years based in Passy (now a suburb
of Paris) observing, in particular, bi-
nary stars and drawing up the leading
catalogue of these celestial doublets.
In this he worked for several years
with John Herschel, son of Sir William
and later to be knighted himself.

The largest lens available in the UK at
that time suitable for use in a fine as-
tronomical telescope had an aperture
of about six inches. Instrument-mak-
ing in Britain had lagged behind the
Continent due to the Window Tax,
which had hampered glass-making. A
couple of years after getting back to
London, South (who was not short of money, having married a wealthy lady)
heard from French contacts that an excellent lens almost a dozen inches across
had been made by an artisan named Cauchoix, and placed in a temporary mount-
ing in Paris for the use of the Royal Family there. They were loath to pay the price
Cauchoix was asking for it, however, and South whipped in, paid cash, and started
back for London. Apparently when news of this reached the ears of other Parisian
scientists a message was sent to stop South from leaving, but a breakdown in the
semaphore chain – the quickest form of messaging in those days – allowed South
to get to his ship and across the Channel.

Later events must have made him wish that he’d been stopped. On getting back to
England he contracted his old friend Edward Troughton to build a mounting for the
lens. Troughton had previously built several excellent telescope mounts for South,

Sir James South (1785-1867), who

lived at the observatory he estab-

lished on Campden Hill for the forty

years leading up to his death.
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but what was needed now was far larger than anything he had handled before:
we’re talking about a rotatable support and tube for the telescope, weighing sev-
eral tons in all. Putting on my physics hat, I’d point out that doubling the width of
the lens to be mounted would raise the torque about the axis of the mount by two
raised to the power five, or a factor of 32. This mounting wasn’t just twice as
difficult as anything previously made in Britain: it would be 32 times more difficult
to keep it steady.

On top of that, South insisted on the mount being of a type called an English
Equatorial, rather than the German Equatorial design that Troughton advised: South
had earlier been upset when the great German physicist Joseph von Fraunhofer
had refused to sell him a large lens alone, insisting that he would only supply a
complete mounted instrument.

Work on the mounting started in 1828. A dome was soon erected by Isambard
Kingdom Brunel, who was another erstwhile friend of South to fall out with him.
South was unhappy with the dome, which Brunel had designed to be made of
wood, but was later asked by South to add copper sheathing, greatly increasing its
weight and causing it to rotate less smoothly than South would have liked. In the
end Brunel had to sue for payment.

That, though, was only a shadow of what was to come. By 1832 South was
seething, and sounding off to anyone who would listen (including the editor of The
Times) that the mount made by the firm of Troughton and Simms was unfit, wob-
bling too much and making “every star appear as a comet” – that is, blurry. South
refused to pay the bill, which amounted to about £8,000, or over a half-million at
today’s values.

There then began a protracted series of hearings and arbitrations involving the
Court of the King’s Bench, with highly-qualified and expensive counsel engaged
on each side. Proceedings lasted from 1832 until 1838. Such was the prominence
of the case, the strong feelings, and the vociferousness of the protagonists, that
almost every scientific man in the kingdom was dragged into the witness stand on
one side or the other. One exception was John Herschel, who had gone to Cape
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Town to make a survey of the southern skies, thus escaping being dragged into this
quagmire that was polarising the scientific community.

Prominent on the instrument-makers’ side was Sir George Biddell Airy, Plumian
Professor of Astronomy at Cambridge and, from 1835, Astronomer Royal. In that
era the Astronomer Royal was de facto the government’s chief scientist. Airy’s
henchman in this affair was the Reverend Richard Sheepshanks, another Cam-
bridge astronomer: ‘Reverend’ because in those days one needed to take holy
orders to qualify for various academic positions. (This did not stop Sheepshanks
from fathering six children with an Irish dancer who was married to someone else.)

Sheepshanks was a nasty piece of work,
who was determined to chop South down
to size. The two had previously had huge
arguments over the running of the RAS.
Most significant for the future of science –
even for the future of the western world,
one might claim – is that Charles Babbage
gave evidence on South’s behalf. Sheep-
shanks told him not to do so (this is called
subornation of perjury), warning Babbage
that if he supported South then Sheep-
shanks and his side would “put him down.”

Why is this so important? At that time
Babbage had been working for some years
on his Difference Engine, a type of me-
chanical calculator. In about 1833 he had
the idea for a more general machine, which
he called the Analytical Engine, and which
he first wrote about in 1837. This is recog-
nised today as being the first concept of a
programmable computer, although based
on cogs and wheels rather than electron-

Charles Babbage (1791-1871),

from his obituary in the Illus-

trated London News. Nowadays

Babbage is recognised as the in-

ventor of the computer, although

he never managed to complete

any of his mechanical devices,

forever changing the designs.
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ics. In 1946, after the first electronic valve-based computers were built and oper-
ated during the Second World War, an editorial in Nature magazine stated that
“The black mark, earned by the government of the day more than a hundred years
ago for its failure to see Charles Babbage’s difference engine brought to a success-
ful conclusion, has still to be wiped out.” It never can be: you can’t make up for a
century of lost progress.

In many ways Babbage was his own worse enemy. He has been described as
being “One of the queerest fish that ever lived”, and also that “He spoke as if he
hated mankind in general, Englishmen in particular, and organ-grinders most of all”
– Babbage loathed street musicians, claiming that a large fraction of his working
life had been wasted due to their noise, in the end getting an Act of Parliament
passed that limited their activities. In this case it is clear that, had he first completed
a working Difference Engine, then the politicians might have been more likely to
fund construction of his far more ambitious Analytical Engine, but he was so en-
thused about the capability of the latter than he suspended work on the former.

The court case over South’s telescope concluded in 1838, and the cantankerous
astronomer lost, being ordered to pay the full costs of the telescope and trial.
Being of full and sound mind, he immediately took out a sledgehammer and smashed
the telescope mount to pieces, advertising the junk for sale at auction, first in 1839,
and again in 1842. A copy of the placard announcing the sale in 1842 accompanies
this story: it’s full of insults aimed at the firm of Troughton and Simms, and Airy, and
Sheepshanks.

South continued his ranting and raving for years, even publishing pamphlets vi-
ciously attacking Sheepshanks after the latter’s death in 1855. Thankfully the pre-
cious lens was saved, and in 1862 South presented it to Trinity College Dublin, on
the occasion of his friend the Lord Rosse being installed as Chancellor there. If
you’re ever in Dublin, you may be able to peer through it one evening: it is beauti-
fully mounted at Dunsink Observatory, on the city’s outskirts (not quite beyond the
literal Pale).

Sheepshanks made sure that Babbage was put down, as he had threatened. Babbage
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had been Lucasian Profes-
sor of Mathematics at Cam-
bridge from 1828, although
he never gave a lecture and
lived in London, and in 1839
he was eased out. A couple
of years later Airy, in his
position as the main govern-
ment adviser, was asked for
his opinion regarding the util-
ity of Babbage’s computing
machine and whether fur-
ther public finances should
be provided to complete it.
He replied stating that it was
“useless.”

How might history have
been different if Babbage
had gotten his engines
working? It’s impossible to
say, or course, but I remem-
ber that when I started at
QEC in 1974, one of the
first-year laboratory experi-
ments in physics involved

using a telephone to dial up a computer at Queen Mary College, in the East End.
Nowadays, less than 40 years later, your car has more computing power under the
bonnet than QEC had across all departments back then. True, modern computers
operate using electronics, but in principle the programming techniques are the same.
For a fictional alternative history see the cyberpunk novel titled The Difference
Engine by William Gibson and Bruce Sterling, published in 1990 but set in 1855,
with police records and the like being stored in huge arrays of engines, and visual

Placard: For the sale of the scrap in 1842,

South had this placard printed up and posted

on walls around London.



Page 22

shows being produced using something that sounds like Powerpoint (yawn).

Is the argument that Babbage’s funding was cut off due to his support for
South a figment of my imagination? In fact Babbage complained that this was
precisely the reason for what happened. Whilst we were at QEC all of us must
have taken Sunday morning walks through Hyde Park, where the Crystal Palace
was built for the Great Exhibition in 1851. Far from praising British industry and
mechanical arts, which the Great Exhibition was intended to showcase, Babbage
was forever critical. In 1830 he had published a book entitled Reflections on the
Decline of Science in England, and on Some of Its Causes, and two decades
later he wasn’t going to let up. Whilst a third of the population of the nation flocked
to the Crystal Palace and learnt to “spend a penny” in a flushing toilet (apparently
that’s where the term began), Babbage was on the warpath again, publishing his
book The Exposition of 1851 in which he set about the government and his

Smashed_telescope: After the legal decision went against him, Sir James
South made the entirely logical decision to smash up the telescope mount-
ing and sell the pieces for scrap. Thankfully the lens escaped damage and
is still in use today, at Dunsink Observatory near Dublin. This lithograph
South had drawn up for an account of the trial that he intended to publish
himself; unfortunately he never did so – it would have been great reading!



 Page 23

Dr Duncan Steel, BSc, MSc, PhD, FRAS graduated from
QEC in 1977 with a BSc in Physics and  Astrophysics. This was followed by
an MSc in Optics (London 1979) and a PhD on radar studies of meteors at
the University of Canterbury, launching his career as a world-renowned space
science authority.  He has lived in  USA, New Zealand, Australia and Swe-
den, working for NASA and ESA and including 4 years as Associate Profes-
sor of Space at University of Salford. He currently works for QinetiQ in
Canberra on various space related projects.

In addition to 130 scientific papers and hundreds of
newpaper articles (including articles in Envoy 2003 and
2004!), Duncan has written four popular science books:
‘Target Earth’, ‘Marking Time: The Epic Quest to In-
vent the Perfect Calendar’, ‘Eclipse: The Celestial
Phenomenon That Changed the Course of History’
and ‘Rogue Asteroids and Doomsday Comets’.
Duncan discovered asteroid 9767, named for his birth-
place, Midsomer Norton. He is married to Helen and has
two sons Harry and Elliot Lewis, also distinguished by
having asteroids named after them! Among Duncan’s many
other claims to fame, Asteroid 4713 Steel is named for
him, along with a robot in Arthur C Clarke’s novel ‘The
Hammer of God’ .... and in November 1975 he  intro-
duced the ‘Sex Pistols’ at their first ever completed gig!

fellow scientists. In one chapter, headed The Intrigues of Science, he explains
how his appearing on South’s behalf in that astronomical trial set all against him.
So, the world might have been far different from the way it is, if it were not for a
court case involving the great Kensington Observatory. Sir James South has later
been described as “a Victorian controversialist of the first order”,  “a bellicose
individual who later turned out to be mad”, and sounding like a parrot. Written
accounts of the time describe people walking past the walls that surrounded his
house, gardens and observatory, and jumping out of fright as they heard him sud-
denly start shouting and screaming about this and that. Sounds like some of my
fellow students at QEC!
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Tour of Dr Johnson’s House

A group of alumni enjoyed a guided tour  by the curator who was
both informative and entertaining in telling us about Dr. Johnson’s
life, his time in London and the history of the house since then.

Samuel Johnson was born in 1709 in the cathedral city of Lichfield,
Staffordshire where his father was a bookseller.  From his earliest

days, Johnson’s life was blighted by ill health and poverty forced him to leave
Pembroke College, Oxford without a degree.  In 1735 he married Elizabeth Por-
ter, a widow more than twenty years his senior, and in 1737 after several unsuc-
cessful jobs as a schoolmaster he moved to London and tried to earn a living as a
journalist writing for The Gentleman’s Magazine.

He became friends with many of the influential people of of his time including David
Garrick (the actor and a former pupil of Johnson), Joshua Reynolds, Charles Burney
(the musician ), Elizabeth Carter (poet, classicist, writer and translator, and a member
of the Bluestocking Circle), Oliver Goldsmith and Edmund Burke.  Around the
spring of 1763 Johnson formed “The Club”, a social group that included many of
these friends and later expanded to include Adam Smith and Edward Gibbon.  In

King’s annual Alumni Weekends are open to alumni and friends and
provide a perfect opportunity to enjoy a range of activities and reun-
ions. The Seventh Alumni Weekend took place on the  11th to 13th June
2010 with a programme of around 40 events including lectures, tours,
music and theatre performances, and a memorial service. The week-
end included exclusive opportunities to visit some London venues such
as the Houses of Parliament, Big Ben and Lambeth Palace and also a
sneak preview at the plans for the east wing of Somerset House that
was recently acquired by King’s.

John Brockhouse reports on a tour and two lectures that he attended.

KING’S ALUMNI WEEKEND
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this year he also met a young Scottish lawyer named James Boswell, who later
became the best known of Johnson’s biographers.

Johnson was a devout Anglican and committed Tory, and has been described as
“arguably the most distinguished man of letters in English history”.  He made lasting
contributions to English literature as a poet, essayist, moralist, literary critic, biog-
rapher and editor. Amongst his many writings were an edition of Shakespeare  and
the Lives of the Poets.

After the death of Johnson’s beloved wife, the Jamaican servant Francis Barber
came to live with him in Gough Square and in later years acted as Johnson’s assist-
ant in revising his famous dictionary and other works.  Johnson made Barber his
residual heir with £70 a year in addition to his books, papers, and a gold watch.

Samuel Johnson died in 1784 and is buried at Westminster Abbey.

During most of his time in London Dr. Johnson lived at 17 Gough Square.  The
house is situated to the north of Fleet Street amongst a maze of courtyards and
passages that are a reminder of historic London.  Built in 1700, it is one of the few
residential houses of its age still surviving in the City.  It was his home and workplace
from 1748 to 1759 and was where, in the garret, with the help of his six amanuenses
he compiled the first comprehensive Dictionary of the English Language, a work
commissioned by a syndicate of booksellers and first published in 1755.

The house was purchased by the Liberal Member of Parliament Cecil Harmsworth
in 1911 in a derelict and dilapidated condition but was restored by Harmsworth to
its original condition and opened it to the public in 1912.  During the bombing
suffered by the City of London in the early part of the Second World War the
house was nearly destroyed on three occasions but was saved by the courage of
the Auxiliary Fire Service who were using the House as a rest centre and arts club.

Following extensive interior and exterior work Dr Johnson’s House is now re-
stored to its original condition, and includes panelled rooms, a pine staircase and a
collection of period furniture, prints and portraits.

Dr Johnson’s House is open to the public throughout the year, from Monday to Saturday
11am - 5.30pm (May to September) and 11am - 5pm (October to April) but is closed on
Sundays and Bank Holidays.
Other associated links: Samuel Johnson Birthplace Museum – family home in Lichfield,
Staffordshire.



Page 26

KING’S ALUMNI WEEKEND

Campaign Lecture
Cancer: old paradoxes, new paradigms?

Six leading academics from King’s, lead by Professors Peter Parker and Arnie
Purushotham, participated in a panel discussion exploring challenges and advances
in cancer research and care.

With one in three people being diagnosed with cancer, it is one of the world’s most
pressing health epidemics.  The panel described how cross-departmental collabo-
ration is helping to address questions such as

‘What are the ethics of research?’,

‘Why personalised medicine?’ and

‘Will we ever find a cure?’.

The session was divided into three parts with pairs of panel members giving short
presentations on their particular areas of work.  Each presentation was followed
by an open discussion and questions from the audience.

Darwin, Medicine, Cancer

Professors Richard Sullivan (Visiting Professor at King’s) and
Arnie Purushotham (Director of the Integrated Cancer Cen-
tre and Head of Research Oncology at King’s) outlined the
idea of ‘Darwinian medicine’ based on the premise that natu-
ral selection is about fitness not design.

Using a quote from a piece of late 1980s research - “ Few failures are as unforgiv-
ing as failure to avoid a predator. Being killed greatly decreases future fitness” -
some examples from the animal kingdom were given to demonstrate how crucial
decisions, e.g. deciding whether an approaching animal is a potential predator and
weighing up the energy costs of fleeing or not fleeing, determine the chances of
survival.  Our disease defence systems work the same way.
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However  this is the old paradox of trying to understand the proximate mecha-
nisms, a new paradigm is about understanding the ultimate causation, the ‘why’.
Two examples were given to illustrate this, the first being a slide relating the in-
crease in skin cancer to the migration of the species across the world and the loss
of melanin during the past 100,000 years.

The second concerned the relationship between genes and cancer risk.  We know
that 10% of breast and prostate cancer is familial & 40% of prostate cancer and
30% of breast cancer is attributed to inherited susceptibility...the question is why?
It was proposed that most of the alleles (SNPs) associated with increased risk of
breast and prostate cancer are involved in increasing sex hormone receptor signal-
ling.  Women with these variants have enhanced fertility and a greater ability to
pass on the genes whilst men with these variants show enhanced prostate priming,
mate-attracting potency, hunting, survivability and enhanced ability of passing on
the genes.

So, the new paradigm proposes that:

In Darwinian terms cancer is an ecosystem

− Selection can only work on what’s available,

− Fitness is about survival and reproduction,

− Evolution has ‘no eyes to the future’ ,

− Evolutionary ‘forces’ work on cancer.

Mathematics of Medicine  -

Making quantitative sense of the data tsunami

Professor Ton Coolen (Professor of Applied Math-
ematics), Chris Mottershead (Vice-Principal - Re-
search and Innovation)

This section of the lecture posed the question is the biomedical ‘data tsunami’
resulting from a quantitative revolution in biology and medicine in the 21st century
comparable with that experienced in 17th century physics where there was a rapid
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expansion of astronomical knowledge from which Kepler found the patterns and
Newton found the Maths.

There is a complexity in numbers resulting from a vast amount of numerical data
(DNA information, what genes are ‘on’, lifestyle and clinical information etc.) now
being accumulated for each individual.  Mathematics can be used to reliably detect
patterns and use these patterns to predict most effective treatment, responses to
treatment and side effects.  Improving investigatory techniques reveal greater com-
plexity in structures and, again,  mathematics can be used to aid understanding at a
system level; finding and solving underlying equations; predicting targets for inter-
vention, malignancy triggers and the cause of treatment resistance.

Modern biomedical research involves interdisciplinary teams of medics, biologists,
physicists, mathematicians, computer scientists and engineers.

Personalised Medicine and Bioethics

Professor Peter Parker (Deputy Director of the Inte-
grated Cancer Centre, Head of the Division of Can-
cer Studies and co-director of the King’s Experimen-
tal Cancer Medicine Centre) and Dr Matteo Mameli
(Chair of the MSc in Philosophy of Mental Disorder).

As stated in the previous presentation we now have the
capability to capture vast amounts of data including  per-
sonalised genetic and other personal information, all of
which can be stored electronically.  Such stored medical information may prove of
great benefit in, for example, targeting treatments of patients with the same diagno-
sis i.e. treating responders and patients not predisposed to toxicity with conven-
tional drug or dose whilst treating non-responders and toxic responders with an
alternative drug or dose.

However, with the capability to gather and store this type of data, questions arise
that need careful consideration such as who has a legitimate claim  to control ge-
netic (and other  health-related) information - the individual, the family, the state,
other parties?  And what are the sources of ethical concern - privacy, autonomy,
justice, other?
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Lecture - Dealing with the Dead

Civilizations are often judged by how they treat the living, but
perhaps almost as important is how they treat the dead.  Bill
Edwards, curator of the Gordon Museum on the Guy’s Cam-
pus, gave an entertaining talk exploring the means and meth-
ods used in deposing of the dead.

Although the preferred methods of disposal (e.g burial, cre-
mation, freezing etc.) have come in and out of fashion over time it is, perhaps,
surprising to note that over the past 35,000 years very little has changed.   Despite
modern technology allowing for some novel methods of dealing with the departed
- launching the remains into space, cryogenic storage in the hope that future medi-
cal technology might be able to allow revival and a longer life - archaeological and
other recorded evidence from the time of Cro-Magnon man up to the present day
suggests that societies have always utilised some degree of ritual and mysticism in
the disposal of their dead.  The talk was accompanied by many slides of the vari-
ous methods of interment, e.g. burials with grave goods such as personal posses-
sions (weapons, jewellery, money, food, even a whole ship or favourite animal like
a horse or dog) and types of containers.

The session finished with some speculation of what the future might hold although,
given the pattern of the past several millennia, significant change or innovation seems
unlikely.

KING’S ALUMNI WEEKEND
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News from members
Gregory Estes, Biology 1976-79

Greg has been living in the Galapagos
Islands since 1982, working as a natu-
ralist and leading trips around the islands
as well as doing field research in biol-
ogy. He has recently finished writing a
book with his wife, Thalia, on Charles
Darwin and the Galapagos - ‘Darwin
in the Galapagos: Footsteps to a
New World’ published by Princeton Uni-
versity Press.

They now spend their time between
Galapagos and Vancouver where the
schools are more suitable for their two
children.

Greg has fond memories of his days on
the squash courts at QEC. He has also
played squash in Quito, Ecuador - quite
a challenge at altitudes of 2800 metres!

Dr Julian Christou,
Physics/Astronomy 1972-1975

Julian  contacted us after finding several
familiar names on the QE(K)A web site.
He now works in Adaptive Optics Sci-

ence at Gemini Observatory at the
Gemini North Operations Center in Hilo,
Hawaii. He ran into Barry Welsh, a
former student from QEC, at Lick Ob-
servatory about eight years ago when
he was at Santa Cruz and they mulled
over old times at QEC. He is also still in
contact with Dr Mike Fiddy who was a
physics post-grad when Julian was an
undergraduate. Mike and Julian have
served as Chairs of parallel Topical
Meetings for the Optical Society of
America (OSA).
A small world indeed!

David Hollander,
Physiology & Chemistry, 1960-63

After graduating, David stayed on at
QEC to do an MSc in Physiology. We
were able to help David to get back in
touch with some former colleagues from
1963, but he would still  be delighted to
hear any news of  his contemporaries
John Robertson, Mary Franklin, Pauline
Hedgecock, Andy Crilly, Rita Snipe and
Ruben Sawdaye.
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LETTERS:

It is nice to hear news of College and
that there are still reunions and great in-
terest in all that has happened and is
happening. I am not now able to attend!,
but I had three very happy years at
KCHSS.
Nine of us made good friends and kept
in touch throughout our lives. Several

Professor Duane Passman,
Physics/Astrophysics, 1982-85.

Previously Chair of QE(K)A, Duane
was ‘spotted’ on a local television pro-
gramme about a project in Brighton.

Roger Blackwell,
Physics/Mathematics,1969-71

Roger was ‘amazed that I can still rec-
ognise most of the people in the 1969
photo (on the web-site) after 40 years
without contact!

FINDING OLD FRIENDS

If you are trying to contact old friends from school or University, it may be
worth trying the website friendsreunited.co.uk which links members of
former schools, colleges and workplaces.

In Touch also has a website to help people to contact each other:
www.kcl.ac.uk/alumni

Better still, please encourage old friends to join the QE(K)A Branch of the
Association. See inside back cover for contact details.

travelled worldwide - near and far - and
during the years we had two or three
reunions. We are just two carrying on
now.

The course, as you know, was very di-
verse, an excellent foundation for much
in life! It was a really lovely College.

Then of course the College was in Car-
diff for a year 1940-41. I think Miss
Lindsay, Head of Household lived with
a  Professor and his wife very near us
and came to tea a couple of times - it
was lovely meeting her and also Mrs
Jackman.

Happy memories,
Yours sincerely,

Margaret Edwards
Cardiff
1 September 2009
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Members who have joined QE(K)A,
or changed details, since August 2009:

Prof. John Adam Physics, 1968-71 Virginia, USA,
www.odu.edu/~jadam

Susan Adam Physiology & Biochemistry, 1968-71 Virginia, USA
(neeWhidborne)
Roger Blackwell Physics/Mathematics 1969-71 Norfolk
Dr Eric Chantler Biochemistry, 1965-71 Cheshire
Dr Julian Christou Physics/Astronomy, 1972-75 Hawaii, USA
Sylvia Elliot Physics, 1971-74 Georgia, USA
Greg Estes Biology, 1976-79 Galapagos &

Vancouver, Can
Mike Finn Physics, 1974-80 Surrey
Dr Anthony Harmer Chemistry, 1962-3, 1966-69 Surrey
Dr David Hollanders Physiology/Chemistry 1960-64
Gerard Fryer Physics 1966-69 Honolulu, USA
Dr Andrew Hanson Botany, Biochemistry, 1965-71 Florida, USA

Dr David Johnston Physics, 1973-76 Hertfordshire
Martin Kerr Physics, 1973-76 Wiltshire

Dr Edmund Lisher Physics, 1965-71 Cumbria
Manu Mekdhanasarn Food Science & Chemistry, 1983-85,Thailand
Jean Paterson Biochemistry/Botany, 1962-65 Buckinghamshire
Veronica Rickard Household Science/Dietetics, 1963-67, Australia
Dr Gill Roberts 1951
Ron Szumski Physics, 1971-74 Essex
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WENDY ADAIR (nee Johnson)

I first met Wendy nearly sixty years ago,
in the Biology Laboratory dissecting
dogfish, and we have remained good
friends ever since.

Wendy was a well organised student
who worked hard, always ready to help
other less able students with difficult
projects, but she played hard too and
was involved with the more offbeat Stu-
dents’ union activities.

Wendy celebrated her 21st birthday by
taking a group of friends to see ‘Salad
Days’. Two choruses from the show are
appropriate: ‘We said we would never
look back’ and I do not believe Wendy
ever did; and ‘Find yourself something
to do’. What Wendy found to do as in-
formation officer with BBRA at Chorley
Wood was not the most challenging work
for one who preferred a more hands on
approach and Wendy moved on to Tho-
mas Walls to set up and head up a new
products division.

Wendy’s career at Walls lasted just over
a year, for there she met David, her fu-

ture husband. He had already accepted
a post in Antigua which he took up some
six months later. A long distance court-
ship by letter followed in the days be-
fore the existence of e-mails. Wendy
eventually followed by way of banana
boat to a teaching post and marriage to
David. They lived in Antigua for seven
very happy years and their four children
were born there. Other overseas as-
signments included two years in Paki-
stan and five in Barbados.

The family eventually returned to Eng-
land and Wendy took up a lectureship
in Food Science and Nutrition at Read-
ing College of Technology. During this
period Wendy returned to QEC and
gained an MSc undertaking a research
project in computerisation in the hotel
and catering industry.

Enentually retiring in 1990, Wendy was
able to indulge her may hobbies; wa-
tercolours, embroidery, theatre and con-
cert going as well as contributing sub-
stantially to the life of the local commu-
nity. In spite of having lived so may years
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abroad Wendy continued to travel
widely and spent much time in France.

Sadly, travelling came to an end six
years ago when Wendy suffered a se-
vere stroke and despite considerable
effort on her part, her recovery was lim-
ited. That Wendy was able to continue
living at home was due to the unstinted
loving care which she received from
David and her family.

We cannot imagine the frustration
Wendy endured during those years, al-
though she could not speak she would
still signal her disapproval or noncom-
pliance with a shake of her head and
when she was tired of a visitor’s prattle
she would quietly close her eyes.
Wendy’s mind continued to work to the
very end and no one who spent time with
her would doubt her will to live. She
never gave up. Wendy died in January
2010. We are all glad to have known
Wendy and miss her enormously.

Tribute by Pat Cox

ANNE  ALLISON (nee Oman)

Anne gained her degree in 1953 and
followed this with a Post Graduate Cer-
tificate in Education at the London In-
stitute of Education. Her first teaching
post was at Watford Technical College
before being recalled to QEC as a Lec-
turer and Demonstrator, a post she held
for three years.

Anne was a meticulous an inspirational
teacher, always working to a very high
standard herself and expecting the same
from her students.

During this time Anne found time to im-
prove her skills and completed ad-
vanced City and Guild Courses in Food
Preparation and in Dressmaking, achiev-
ing distinctions in each.

Anne met her future husband, Gordon,
when assisting a fellow QEC graduate
in the production of the romantic Mozart
opera Papageno at Hatfield College
where Gordon was teaching.

After their marriage in 1957 Anne ac-
companied Gordon on his subsequent
career moves but always found a fulfill-
ing and challenging role for herself; in
Bristol at Filton High School; and in
Leeds where Anne was instrumental in
setting up a new degree course in Food
Science and Nutrition at Leeds Poly-
technic. She examined O-level candi-
dates in Home Economics for the Welsh
Board and A-level candidates in both
Cookery and Dressmaking for the Cam-
bridge and London Boards where she
became Chief Examiner.

Anne and Gordon both contributed con-
siderably to the community in which they
lived. In North Allerton, Gordon’s last
appointment, they were prime movers
in a sheltered housing project and in
other charitable causes.
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MARY HARRIS. M.B.E.
(Nee Ward) 1947.

Old students from the Leicester / early
post-war Kensington era will be sad to
hear that Mary died in February this
year, at her home in Comax, Vancouver
Island, following several months of ill
health.

After graduation and later taking the
Dietetic course, Mary worked as a
school meals organiser, was Assistant
Lecturer at KCHSS in the Household
Science Department before finally be-
coming a Departmental Head at
Rotherham Technical College. She was
also a widely respected Chair of some
City and Guilds examination boards.

Sadly Anne suffered a cerebral haem-
orrhage in her early fifties that curtailed
her activities but thanks to wonderful
support from Gordon and their two sons
she made light of her limitations and con-
tinued with her many interests and kept
contact with her friends. Bravely Anne
made her last visit to London to be
present at the Special Reunion of the
QEC Association held in the Franklin
Wilkins Building in 2003. Anne will be
much missed and remembered with af-
fection by her many friends. Anne died
in March 2010.

Tribute by Pat Cox

MARY ARNOLD (latterly
Millsted), H&SS 1940

SHIRLEY DAVISON (nee
Welbourne),  Graduated in 1953 and
was Secretary of the Students’ Union
in her final year.

PATRICIA HUMPHERSON,     Dia-
betic Diploma course 1951-2. Pat
worked at the London Hospital as a di-
etician. She was on the QEKA com-
mittee  for many years.

JANET THOMAS (nee Fisher),
H&SS 1942

JOYCE SMITH

HELENA BRACKLEY SAFIR
MCROBERT, 1937

SHEILA RODWELL, 1947-2009

JOYCE RUTHERFORD (latterly
Smith), H&SS 1944

While at Rotherham she met her future
husband, Derek, and when they retired
went to live in Comox where Derek had
relatives. They had about twenty happy
years there together, their home being a
welcoming open house for their friends
from the U.K.

Tribute by Jean Atkins (Aitchinson)
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50 years on ...
...... In 1960 ....

Sir John Atkins laid the foundation stone for the Atkins building..

A group of thirsty males who found visits to the local taverns to be
hard on both wallets and feet converted a decrepit cellar at Holly
Lodge into a cosy new bar.

For the first time a male student (Roger Clarke) held the Vice Presi-
dency of the Students’  Union.

The newly formed sailing club acquired its first boat - a Firefly Class
Dinghy ‘Famulus’ - and took to the water after being land bound for
over a year.

Other sports included Basketball, Rugby, Socccer, Tennis, Fencing,
Chess, Fives, Hockey, Lacrosse, Swimming, Riding, Squash,Table
tennis.

The Mathematical and Physical Society had their inaugural meeting,
with a lecture by Dr Mason on ‘Recent developments in rain and
rainmaking’

Mike Black (now Emeritus Professor and speaker at the 2010 reun-
ion) joined the Botany department

The Old Students’ Association had an expenditure of £45 5s 0d, an
income of £88 18s 3d, and a balance of £1621 13s 6d.
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KKKKKCLA RCLA RCLA RCLA RCLA Reeeeeporporporporporttttt
by John Brohn Brohn Brohn Brohn Brococococockhousekhousekhousekhousekhouse

The KCLA Council met on four occasions over the past year - on 28 October, 22
March, 21 April and 7 July – and the KCLA AGM and Dinner was held on 6
November 2009 with Michael Billington, the distinguished theatre critic for the
Guardian and celebrated author, as guest speaker.   The title of his talk was
“Who’d be a critic?”  In addition to being a visiting Professor in the Department
of English at King’s since 2002, contributing for many years to the Text and Per-
formance MA which King’s teaches in collaboration with the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art, he was awarded a Fellowship from the College in 2009.

All alumni are welcome to attend the KCLA Dinner. This year’s event will take
place at the Strand Campus on Friday 5 November and promises to be an equally
interesting evening as this year’s guest speaker is Professor Anthony Seldon.  Cur-
rently Master of Wellington College, Anthony Seldon, is an alumnus of King’s and
one of Britain’s most distinguished political biographers. He is most celebrated for
his two best-selling authorised biographies of Tony Blair, the second of which
became an award-winning Channel 4 documentary. He is also the author of semi-
nal works on Margaret Thatcher and John Major, and is currently working on a
biography of Gordon Brown, to be published later this year. He will talk after the
dinner on “What makes a Prime Minister?”

The current President of KCLA, Dame Professor Jinty Nelson, will stand down at
the next AGM in November and will be succeeded by Lord Ian McColl, a distin-
guished surgeon at Guy’s Hospital where he still lectures.  Together with his wife,
also a  doctor, he spends several months each year on Africa Mercy, the newest
and largest of the Mercy Ships fleet, providing free surgery and healthcare to some
of the world’s poorest people. Lord McColl is a Trustee of the governing charity.

Following on from KCLA Council’s concerns about its representation on the Col-
lege Council caused by reduction in the size of Council, KCLA has been invited to
submit nominations for the two recent vacancies on the College Council.  Of the



Page 38

two names put forward Sir David Foskett, a distinguished alumnus, has been ap-
pointed.  In addition another alumnus, Brian Holden-Reid, had been appointed as
a staff member, making a total of six alumni on the Council.

Alumni Office News

The Alumni Office recently reported on a number of initiatives that have been set
up:

* a project linked to the forthcoming Campaign and aimed at educating future
leaders, especially women, in Africa had been launched during an Alumni
Weekend lunch.

* a reception to which local alumni had been invited had been held after a
lecture in the recent Cheltenham Festival, with which the Alumni Office had
collaborated.  It was suggested that the venue was accessible to many more
alumni within 1 to 2 hours travel time.

* a City Networking evening event had taken place in the Apothecaries Hall.

The Alumni Office will be re-located to Strand Bridge House on the Strand cam-
pus (no date given).

Alumni Weekend
(See also article on page 24)

Once again the weekend proved to be a great success with the target of 500
alumni being exceeded by 81; 60% were new attendees.  Graduates from every
year of the last 50 years except 1997 attended.  The events on the Guy’s Campus,
particularly the lectures related to the Campaign, proved popular.  The Alumni
Weekend next year will take place from 10th to 12th June 2011.

Forthcoming Events

Amongst the events taking place during the autumn are another City Networking
evening (28 or 29 September tbc), Former Staff Lunch (30 September), the KCL
Games (Students v Alumni - Saturday 9 October), Arts and Humanities week on
the theme of Violence and Memory (25 to 30 October) and the KCLA AGM &
Dinner (5 November).  Details of these and other forthcoming events (exhibitions,
talks, seminars and courses) can be found at the following KCL website link,
https://alumni.kcl.ac.uk/Page.aspx?pid=198
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CONTACTS:

Chairman: John Brockhouse
Tel: 020 8868 6696
Email: john.brockhouse@btinternet.com

Treasurer: Pat Cox
Tel: 0118 978 3377

Minutes Secretary: Dr. Helen Huckvale (nee Parsons)

 Membership Secretary: Henry Embling
2 Ayling Hill,  Aldershot,
Hampshire, GU11 3LL.
Tel: 01252 333 977,
Email: hembling@cardinala.freeuk.com

 Editor Envoy: Lyn Embling (nee Rigby)
2 Ayling Hill,  Aldershot,
Hampshire, GU11 3LL.
Tel : 01252 333 977,
Email:  lvembling@freenetname.co.uk

Web Master: Gary Thomas
Email: gcathomas@compuserve.com

QE(K)A Branch website: www.qeca.org.uk
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