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EDITEDITEDITEDITEDITORIALORIALORIALORIALORIAL
We have had a tremedous response from our mem-
bers this year - looking back with nostalgia  to stu-
dent days at QEC - and forward to the future of a
bright new technical park opened by a radiant Royal
couple.  David Hyams describes his days in Cornwall
House (now occupied by King’s) and Philip Francomb
has some thought provoking comments on ‘Who do I think I am’. Sadly we
pay tribute to several colleagues and friends who are no longer with us.

My apologies that this Envoy is ‘hitting the streets’ later than I’d hoped due
to tardy arrival of some crucial material.

As always, any news, snippets or articles will be very welcome for next year’s
Envoy! But please let me have any inputs by 30th June next year so we can
aim to get Envoy out by mid July. I look forward to hearing from you

Lyn Embling (nee Rigby)
(Physics, 1972-1978)

Front Cover: Photo of Queen Elizabeth College, 1978, courtesy Dr Ed Conley.
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CHAIRMAN’SCHAIRMAN’SCHAIRMAN’SCHAIRMAN’SCHAIRMAN’S
REPORREPORREPORREPORREPORTTTTT

Paul Ogden,
Chemistry 1984-87

We were very privileged to welcome Brian Leith as the guest speaker for the
2018 reunion event.

Brian, a QEC biology graduate in the 1970s, went on to join the BBC's Natu-
ral History unit in Bristol becoming one of their leading producers. He very
kindly talked us through what it is like working with Sir David Attenborough
and considered what lies ahead for the BBC's world renowned natural history
programme making.

Once again the committee has ensured that our alumni association continues
to thrive. Without them the reunion wouldn't be possible and in particular
without Lyn Embling's work as editor we wouldn't have this fantastic annual
newsletter. So I'd like to say thank you to all of them.

I'm pleased to say that my temporary role as acting chairman of the broader
King's alumni association (KCLA) passed off uneventfully and I have now
returned to the role of deputy chair.

QE(K)A Minutes Secretary
We are sad that Dr Claire Thomas can no longer continue as Minutes
Secretary. Many thanks to Claire for all her hard work over the last 3
years and best wishes for the future.
If anyone would like to help on Committee or take over as Minutes Sec-
retary, please contact our Chairman, Paul Ogden, pjogden@btinternet.com.
The Minutes Secretary’s job includes attending and minuting two Com-
mittee meetings a year (usually in May and November, in London) and
the AGM in September.
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ANNUAL REUNION AND AGM

QE(K)A

Saturday 28 September 2019
King’s College London, Strand Campus

10.30 Tea/Coffee (River Room)
11.30 Guest Speaker (Nash Lecture Theatre K2.31)
12.30 AGM
13.00 Buffet Lunch (River Room)
15.00+ Close

To book, please send a cheque for £32 per person, payable to
‘Queen Elizabeth (Kensington) Branch KCLA’ ,

to QE(K)A Membership Secretary, Mrs Radha Robinson,
1 Ellington Street, London, N7 8PP

Please mention your name  (including maiden name if applicable), course,
and years at College.

Guest Speaker:

PROFESSOR DAVID JONES
Professor of Bioinformatics at University College,

Group Leader Biomedical Science Laboratory of the
Francis Crick Institute
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Introducing our guest speaker for the QE(K)A reunion, 28 September 2019

NNNNNEWSEWSEWSEWSEWS     FRFRFRFRFROMOMOMOMOM     MEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERS
Elizabeth Peskett
Nutrition 1959-64
We were pleased to hear that Eliza-
beth thinks ‘Envoy is such a super
magazine with pictures and news;
and I do appreciate postal copies’
Many thanks to Elizabeth for her
kind comment, good wishes and
generous donation towards the
contined production of hard copy
Envoys.

Professor Mervyn J Monteiro
Microbiology 1974-79.
Came across our website recently
and was pleased to find news of
many people he knew at QEC.
Mervyn won the Helen White Prize
while at QEC. He is now Professor
in the Department of Anatomy and
Neurobiology at the University of
Maryland School of Medicine in
Baltimore USA.

MAMIE OLIVER
KCHSS Chemistry 1923-26

We have been contacted by interns from Cambridge Museum of Tech-
nology, University of Leicester, who are creating an exhibit on Mamie
Oliver. She was the first female scientist at Chivers and had a contribu-
tion in Vitamin C research. They are seeking any pictures, awards or
other objects from Mamie’s time at KCHSS, or anyone who may have
been familiar with her. Please contact Editor Envoy, if you can help.

PROFESSOR DAVID JONES
Is currently Professor of Bioinformatics at University College, seconded to
Group Leader of the Biomedical Data Science Laboratory of the Francis Crick
Institute. His group is using machine learning (‘ártificial intelligence’) tech-
niques to help predict the function of any given gene or the three dimensional
structure of a protein from its underlying genetic code.

We are looking forward to hearing more about this fascinating research that
could pave the way for the development of new treatments for many different
diseases.
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QE(K)A Reunion 29th September 2018
Address by

Brian Leith joined QEC in 1972 to do a BSc
in Physics and Physiology but switched after
the first year to study Biology instead. His
degree also brought him to the King's Col-
lege Campus where he thoroughly enjoyed a
course on  'Evolution and Biogeography'.
After leaving QEC he started work filming
wildlife and became a producer in the Natu-
ral History unit of the BBC. He first met Sir
David Attenborough in 1979 and has fre-
quently worked with him since.

David Attenborough himself has a link with
QE(K)A having met his wife,  Jane Oriel,
when she was a KCHSS student evacuated
to Leicester University during the war.  David's father, Frederick Attenborough
was Principal of Leicester University at the time and, according to the QEC
annals1, he 'was well-liked, and with his young sons Richard and David wel-
comed the weary ladies from Kensington most warmly' !

Brian considered himself very lucky to have spent some forty years working
in wildlife filming. Whilst the 'youth of today' tend to diversify, moving on to
one job after another, Brian has spent his whole career in one field doing
work that he loves. He has worked with David Attenborough many times.

So what makes David Attenborough so special?

David did his first wildlife series, 'Life on Earth' in 1979 and has done many
others since. He  is now 92 years old, long retired from the BBC, but is still

BRIAN LEITH

WORKING WITH
DAVID ATTENBOROUGH
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the emblem of TV wild life programmes. He just keeps on going - his latest
program is  'Dynasties',  released on BBC1 in late 2018.

David loves what he does. He has an endless thirst for knowledge and a
boyish fascination, especially with dinosaurs. At 92, his thinking is still as
sharp as it ever was.

He takes problems in his stride. When Brian was first working with him they
went to Panama with the 'Life on Earth' crew. At Heathrow they heard an
announcement that there was a problem with the aircraft engine and they
would have to wait 10 hours for a replacement plane. 'Back to my place for
breakfast'  said David so the whole crew went off to Richmond for breakfast.

David is happy to ‘muck in’ with other members of the crew, doing whatever
needs to be done such as carrying tripods and other menial tasks.  He used to
travel 'cattle class' in order to stretch the BBC budget, but has travelled more
comfortably in recent years in concession to the discomforts of increasing
age. He likes his creature comforts but will do what needs to be done if need
be, even living in tents with basic food under Arctic conditions.

David is probably one of the most travelled people in the world. He goes to
ask questions about natural history. Why do the ants do this? Why did the
dinosaurs do that?  He does not consider himself a wildlife expert - he knows
enough to know there is a lot he doesn't know - but wants to be completely
confident that what he is saying is right. He talks with humility and has a lack
of ego - unlike many of the younger presenters of today.

Brian attends many international conferences and they all look to the BBC as
the best for wildlife presentation. This is largely thanks to David who joined
the BBC in 1952; he was there from the start and has influenced the whole of
the development of wildlife presentation.

Brian felt honoured to have worked on the film of David's autobiography
'Life on Air: Memoirs of a Broadcaster'2 following his career in the BBC. He
got to know both David and his brother Richard. They seem like chalk and
cheese but are actually very similar in that they are both natural performers.

Brian was working on a nature series about the impact on the environment
when he first met David. The series was very serious with no humour and
became unpopular with the TV audience. The modern TV audience tends to
be superficial, wanting to be entertained and 'transported to a world of light'.
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David understood this and knew how to dilute serious issues with some hu-
mour so that they could be presented in a way acceptable to the audience.

Brian has never heard anyone say anything bad about David in the whole of
the 40 years he has been working with him. He has a good reputation as a
'real, everyday bloke'. There are never any malicious rumours or gossip. He is
regarded as a 'national treasure' and one web site (Freuds Heroes Index) voted
him as the most trusted man in Britain.

Brian repeatedly stressed how important our relationship, communication
and integration with nature is to David. He is active in protecting wildlife and
conservation.  In Rwanda he and his crew were granted privileged access to
film Dian Fossey's research group of mountain gorillas. David subsequently
raised a fund on her behalf to raise money for the protection of gorillas.

Brian will retire soon but has one more project he wants to do (not BBC)
about how we have come to recognise the importance of nature and should
not abuse or misuse it. We need to continue to understand it. The film may
not involve David as the BBC have other things lined up for him.

Who will be the next David Attenborough?

The BBC have considered who might replace David, but no one seems to
have the same ability to communicate so directly and knowledgeably. There
will never be anyone else like David . He is one off, unique, a force of nature
in himself. His work continues to be a treasure for us all and he has left us
with many great films. Let us enjoy him while he is still here, read his books,
watch his films, and take him as he is.

Reported by Lyn Embling, Editor

Many thanks to Brian for sharing his precious memories of working with
David Attenborough with us.

References
(1) The History of Queen Elizabeth College, Neville Marsh, King's College
London, 1986, ISBN 0 901324 25 6
(2) 'Life on Air: Memoirs of a Broadcaster' David Attenborough  (2002), BBC
Books ISBN: 978-0563485032; revised edition 2010,  ISBN: 978-1849900010
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My QECMy QECMy QECMy QECMy QEC
By Dr Ed Conley

BSc (Hons) Microbiology, 1978-1981

QEC Gates
(Prospectus, Autumn 1978)

My friends Bob (later, my best man), Jackie and Mark

Rather wet behind the ears, I ventured down
from Liverpool to London on a cold Octo-
ber day in 1978. In my Ealing digs that night,
I didn't know quite what to expect of QEC.
All I had to go on was the right number of
UCCA points, the offer letter from David
Lea (the Academic Registrar) and a well-
thumbed, brown-covered copy of the Pro-
spectus.

On joining the college, I recognised the gates
from the prospectus with autumn leaves
around. Following the obligatory Freshers
Fair and stationery stock-ups it was on to
the college bar. Everyone I met that day be-
came a good friend. One chap in particular,
Bob, was determined to
reinforce his false north-
ern stereotypes by keep-
ing me topped up with
Newcastle Brown! He
said "it would go well
with y’ black puddins and
chip butties". To maintain
the stereotype I’d say “our
Bob was a reet tayter" - but
we hit it off and six years
later he would become
best man at our wedding!
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Coming in from Ealing I would
get the tube to Holland Park and
walk up through the park (celeb
spotting, even back then). The
park was a little haven whose ap-
pearance changed radically
through the seasons. At one point
you could see QEC's Atkins
Building which of course has long
disappeared along with the con-
tents of its car park. The main
building formed a quadrangle;
walking around its corridors
somehow had you meeting the
next floor up like a Maurits Escher
drawing.
Top:  Holland Park Tube, 1978
Left & Below: Holland Park - a little
haven
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The Atkins Building with collection of 1970s cars

The Atkins Building from Holland Park
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QEC was famous for its college concerts in
the new refectory. The old refectory would
only ever host piano recitals. We missed the
Sex Pistols gig by a year, though it's probably
true a lot of us were in shock-transition from
Album-Oriented Rock at the time! Only a cou-
ple of photos survive of the gigs and their af-
termath. One blurry pic
shows the new refec-
tory, backs of heads and
Ray Dorset of Mungo
Jerry (even then they
were pushing it!). As for
the aftermath, a regular
entertainment was re-
enacting the death of
Lord Macaulay near the
conveniently placed
blue plaque in the car
park.

Re-enacting the death of Lord Macaulay yet again

The new refectory and Mungo Jerry.
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But then there was the Microbiology!

By any measure, QEC 1978-1981 was a great place to learn about cutting-
edge microbial genetics (Brian Bainbridge), medical micro (Ted Mathison),
molecular biology (Chris Thurston), all things chemostat (John Pirt), all things
analogue computer simulations (Mick Bazin), cell biology (Robert Poole),
immunology (Alan Ebringer) and forays of fungi - esp. Basidiobolus ranarum,
Phycomyces blakesleanus and Schizosaccharomyces pombe (Tony Trinci).
Then there was the term at St Mary's Paddington for virology. It was all qual-
ity stuff, and still greatly appreciated 40-odd years on.

Stand-out moments? Mick
Bazin explaining to us in his
distinctive east end accent -
"Now that Ted's gone, we're
gonna throw out all those
rods and cocci and bring in
the old Fortran!". Or the time
I was delayed on the day we
got to pick final year

Microbiology laboratory
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projects. I got stuck with "Fungal observation" grrr - only to find this was
test-driving a brand new, state-of-the-art Jeol scanning electron microscope!
Those pictures I got - hairs like tree trunks, yeasts like footballs and
sporangiophores like… sporangiophores! An amazing project.

That feeling when you have done your last exam

Data entry by Bruce

Most of the time, microbiol-
ogy was a game of patience.
You had to wait for things to
grow. Next day, when check-
ing out results we'd write it
all up, without a computer in
sight (except for those fancy
Casio calculators with so
many buttons on them you'd
literally "lose the plot").  If we
wanted to see the real future

(well, green screen terminals)
you'd ask a demonstrator do-
ing a Ph.D.  Someone like
Bruce who took great pride in
showing us his next-genera-
tion twin 5.25-inch floppy disk
drives.

One day that every under-
graduate remembers is "the
last day of exams". On pictures
taken that day (28th May
1981) everybody's smile is
beaming! We congregated in
the bar and someone snapped
me which kind of sums it up.
After our gushing celebra-
tions, we wandered like a pack
of happy lions around campus,
pausing for a dip in the pond
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next to the old refectory. From
there, it was down Duchess of
Bedford's Walk and into Hol-
land Park. Still beaming, we
collectively climbed the statue
of Lord Holland in his chair and
pronounced it as a new college
tradition!

Top:  An old College tradition - a
dunk in the pond

Right: The path to Holland Park

Left & Below:  A new College tradition - climbing
Lord Holland
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Microbiology 1978-1981 farewell gathering

There is only so much you can put into a few words. My time at QEC was
both transformational and inspirational. It brought so much beyond the edu-
cation. Before we all left to go home, the department organised a farewell
gathering at Richmond.  Photos from that night include a group shot of staff
and students. Sadly, several are now no longer with us, but they live on in so
many of our memories.

After graduating from QEC Ed went on to complete a PhD in Molecular
Genetics at Liverpool University. After a postdoc at ICRF London he took up
a lectureship in Molecular Pathology at Leicester University Medical School
and later entered industry in Amersham PLC as a Principal Scientist. Through
the 2000s he worked in translational research and health informatics across
the NHS, university and industry sectors. In 2014 he held Chief Scientific
Officer roles at The Farr Institute for Health Informatics Research and
AIMES. After 30 years away, Ed and his family recently returned to their
native Liverpool, where he now works as Informatics Programme Manager
for Liverpool Health Partners.
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After the graduation ceremony
- time to raise your glasses and
say ‘bottoms up’!

Then say farewell to QEC
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Opera Holland Park
Lyn Embling (nee Rigby),  Physics 1972-78

The walk home from QEC to our West Kensington basement flat took us
down Duchess of Bedford Walk and on through beautiful Holland Park where
peacocks perched on walls and doggies called Henry ran amok. Many a sunny
evening we passed the elite of London heading for a performance at the open
air opera, and wondered what it would be like to attend such an auspicious
event. This year, nearly half a century later, we ourselves were finally
priviledged to attend an Opera Holland Park performance of Verdi's Un Ballo
in Maschera, A Masked Ball.

Having met with two QE(K)A friends we followed other opera buffs, with
their picnic baskets, into a large marquee with tables spread with starched
white table cloths for a pre-performance picnic. Expecting sausage rolls, crisps
and cans of coke we were impressed to see the upper crust baskets being
unloaded with smoked salmon, caviar and bottles of champagne. Our own
host did us proud with a magnificent five course feast from a Mary-Poppins
style bottomless bag that produced hors d’oeuvres, salmon mousse, roast beef,
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cheesecake, cheese board, coffee and even after dinner mints! But what else
can you expect from a food scientist from KCHSS!

The Opera Holland Park performances are semi open air, taking place under
a huge marquee to provide shade from the summer sun ---- or, on the night
we attended, the pouring rain. The orchestra was excellent and somehow
managed to perform huddled in overcoats in a pit exposed to two entrances
open to the cold damp air, the pattering of raindrops adding to the timpani
throughout. Although sung, beautifully, in Italian, the songs were translated
into English on screens above the stage so it was easy enough to follow the
story. In short, King Gustav III of Norway falls in love with Amelia, the wife
of his best friend, Renato. She goes to a sorceress, Madam Arvidson, to ask
for help to purge the king from her heart. The sorceress foretells his death
that night at the hand of Renato but no one believes her. Renato has warned
the king of an assassination plot and is doing his utmost to protect him - but
then turns against him when he discovers the would-be lovers together and
shoots him at a masked ball.

Originally based on the assassination of King Gustav III in 1792, the story
was effectively updated to the 1940's with scenes set in the palace and an
asylum. Costumes included gangsters in trilbys,  courtiers in fencing kit, and
all kinds of sinister characters in black at the masked ball.

Despite the rain it was a thoroughly enjoyable experience. Many thanks to
Pat Cox for arranging it and providing an amazing feast.

Opera Holland Park performance of Verdi’s A Masked Ball

Director: Rodula Gaitanou
Orchestra: City of London Sinfonia
Conductor: Matthew Kofi Waldren
King Gustav III: Tenor Matteo Lippi
Oscar (pageboy): Alison Langer
Renato: George von Bergen.
Amelia: Anne Sophie Duprells,
Madame Arvidson: Rosalind Plowright
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WHO DO I THINK
 I AM?

Philip Francomb - QEC class of 1964

I was the first to graduate in my family.  Or was I?

Had it not been for a lack of opportunity, my father or my mother, or
a grandparent might have been the first to go to college.  It might
have been a Jewish man who as a baby was thrown out of a window
during a Russian pogrom, causing him to spend the rest of his life
deaf and mute; who in his confused silent world, locked himself in
the bathroom in Bristol during the war, believing that the gestapo
were at the door.  A man who despite his disability managed to marry
a deaf mute woman, with whom he raised three children, one of
whom was my mother.  A man who took his grandson, (me), to the
news theatres to look at the news that he couldn't hear on the wire-
less.

Definition: To graduate - "To change gradually or by degrees."

Who would deny that he graduated?  My West of England father,
unable to afford an apprenticeship, became a self-taught cabinet
maker and decorator.  He also graduated to a degree.

Darwin used the word graduate to describe evolution.   "The most
weighty of all the arguments against treating the races of man as
distinct species, is that they graduate into each other" (Charles Dar-
win). We are all graduates.
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HANDED DOWN.

I sit at the bureau that my father made
And reach out to touch another time.
To hands that carefully crafted dovetails and tenons.
Labour-packed, not flat-packed.
Pre pre-fab. His ideas, not Ikea's.
I remember those hands in mine,
And the contracture that we share.
An inheritance that brings us closer.
His hands touched it, and it touches me.

Right - my grandfather.  Left - his son.  Centre - my father.
Foreground - me and my younger brother.
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'Reflecting on Evolution in Darwin's study.' My son Roger, my
half-Japanese Grandson Tiago, Me, and my Jewish cousin Michael.

As a child I was very fond of my ‘Uncle Ujo’, a friend of my parents,
a Polish Jew. We were told that Ujo had escaped from Nazi occupied
Poland by clinging on to the bottom of a train. In our safe and com-
fortable lives of today it is hard to imagine the fear and utter despera-
tion that could lead someone to risk their life in such a way. Ujo set-
tled in England, married a lovely lady and lived a happy life.

Others were no so lucky. Touring Central Europe last year we visited
Auschwitz concentration camp. Today it is maintained as a memorial
in tribute to the 1.1 million men, women and children who lost their
lives there and a museum to educate mankind in the hope of prevent-
ing such horrors in the future. Some photos of the camp are shown on
the next page.

Lyn Embling, Editor
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Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial and Museum

Poland

Details of the history of the Auschwitz German Nazi concentration and extermina-
tion camp are given on the memorial’s web site  auschwitz.org/en/.
The museum is currently preparing for the 75th anniversary, on 27 January 2020, of
the liberation of the camp.

Birkenau

Lest we forget - The entance to
Auschwitz today.  Visitors learn of
the horrors that happened here.

Accomodation huts and experimental
hospital

Flowers mark respect at the firing
squad’s wall

Gas chamber and Crematorium
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MEMORIES OFMEMORIES OFMEMORIES OFMEMORIES OFMEMORIES OF
CORNWALL HOUSECORNWALL HOUSECORNWALL HOUSECORNWALL HOUSECORNWALL HOUSE
(The Franklin Wilkins Building, Kings College)

David Hyams

You may be wondering how an alumnus of QEC can have memories of Corn-
wall House, when QEC merged with Kings in 1985 and Kings only acquired
the building in the late 1980s.

Located on the south side of Waterloo Bridge, on the corner of Stamford
Street and Waterloo Road,
Cornwall House was con-
structed between 1912 and 1915
for use by HMSO. Before
HMSO took up residence, it
became the King George Mili-
tary Hospital during WW1.

HMSO took possession of the
building after its use as a hospi-
tal was ended, but a few rooms
on the top floor (5th, or 6th if
you use the American system)
were used as laboratories by the
Laboratory of the Government
Chemist (now LGC) from about
1928.

The history of LGC is complex,
but dates back to the 19th cen-
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tury, when both the Excise and Revenue branches of government realised
they needed scientific and technical expertise to support their activities.

The laboratories were originally housed in various buildings around London,
but in 1853, they moved into the then newly-built Somerset House (another
link with Kings) at the top of the  west end of the building.

After WWII, LGC moved its operations to the top two floors of Cornwall
House, gradually taking over space on other floors, but eventually moving to
a purpose-built facility at Teddington, where it had fully transferred by De-
cember 1988.

My association with Cornwall House began in September 1969, when I was
fortunate enough to be offered a job with LGC as a laboratory technician,
even though I'd left school having failed all my A Levels. I had actually been
offered another job as well, at Allen and Hanbury in Bethnal Green, but Wa-
terloo was an easy underground journey on the Northern Line from my then
home in North London, so that, and no other reason, decided my choice.

Although LGC only occupied the 2 top floors of Cornwall House at the time,
we also had access to the first floor, where the staff canteen was located, and,
more interestingly, right next to the canteen, the staff bar! Many a pint was
enjoyed there at lunchtime, unthinkable nowadays when most employers view
being under the influence at work as a disciplinary matter.

For my first 6 months at LGC, I worked in the R&D department, unusual for
a new recruit without a degree. However, my main job was to sit and watch
ground up meat being boiled in an alkaline solution for hours on end, to
ensure it didn't burn, while volatiles were extracted for subsequent analysis.
After being caught reading comics during my "watching" time, I was given
text books on chromatography and other instrumental analytical methods, as
well as working my way through a stack of "New Scientist" magazines. I
learnt a lot of science in those 6 months!

As my position in R&D was unusual, as soon as they found a suitable re-
placement, I was moved into one of LGC's more "routine" laboratories, known
as the "sugar" lab. Although the purity of sugar and sugar content of things
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such as the syrup in tins of fruit cocktail were part of the work, the more
interesting aspect was testing a well-known sugar derivative - alcohol. This
was the main part of the job, checking the alcohol content of imported alco-
holic beverages, the results used to ensure that importers paid the right amount
of duty; and calculating the sugar and alcohol content of "spoilt beers"  used
to determine how much duty is repaid when a batch of beer at a brewery goes
wrong and has to be discarded, as duty is paid "up front." This lab was the
(illicit) source of much weekend party lubrication. All bottles and cans were
labelled as LGC specimens not for consumption, so I was extremely embar-
rassed when a bag full of loot split and spilled cans across the platform at
Waterloo Station, where other staff of LGC were also waiting for their train
home.

The atmosphere in the "sugar" lab must have been permanently saturated
with alcohol vapour and this, together with the lunchtime drinking, meant
that I must have been at least partly inebriated continuously for about 4 years,
during which time I had switched to commuting by motorbike. I was never
stopped or even breathalysed, despite once being knocked off my bike on my
way home by a driver in a stolen van turning right to go the wrong way down
a one-way street.

The window of our break room, opposite the sugar laboratory, faced into a
light-well and on one occasion, I spotted a fire coming from the "flammables"
store on the roof on the other side. Shouting "Sound the fire alarm!" to a
colleague, I grabbed my coat and crash helmet and, in a mad dash, collected
my motorbike from its parking place at the back of the building and moved it
to a safer location, before returning for roll call a few minutes later. I think I'd
got out of the building so fast, I hadn't even heard the fire alarm.

Through another window on the other side of the building, facing Westmin-
ster Bridge, on the morning of 17 June 1974, I saw and heard the explosion of
the bomb the IRA had planted outside Westminster Hall.

For my last 2 years at LGC, I worked in the "Foods" laboratory. My job here
was to use various methods of extraction and analysis to measure the vitamin
content in various foodstuffs. The data I and my colleagues generated were
published in McCance and Widdowson's the Composition of Foods, the fre-
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quently updated "bible" of nutrition.

During my 6 years at LGC, they had paid for me to take day-release classes to
get better qualifications. As soon as I had reached a level where I could apply
for a university place, I asked them if they would fund a degree course, as
they had done for some other employees. They refused, but I decided that I
would do it anyway, so I gave up my job to attend university. My choice of
degree was determined by my work experience, which had involved testing
food and associated products, so it should be no surprise that I chose to study
Food Science and Chemistry, nor that I did this at QEC, one of only about
only or five colleges or universities offering that course at the time.

David Hyams and friends at the QE(K)A reunion 2018
Photo taken in King’s College Chapel

Left to right: Grania Sweeting, Sue Horler, David Hyams, Julie Henry,
Chris Helliar, Tim Williams
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The Franklin Wilkins Building, ‘then’ and ‘now’
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A Very Modern Royal
Return to Bognor Regis

Opening of New Engineering and Digital Technology Park
Professor Seamus Higson

QEC Chemistry 1984-87

In May of 2015 an advert caught my eye for a new position to lead the establish-
ment, building and academic leadership for a new Engineering and Digital Technol-
ogy Park ('Tech Park') on the edge of the Bognor Regis campus of the University of
Chichester.

The remit essentially said the University wished to find someone who could bring
to the position a multidisciplinary background spanning the physical sciences and
engineering, some experience of business and industry - and a character type that
would not be easily put off by a challenge. The adventurous (or perhaps foolhardy)
side of me thought a challenge sounded quite like fun - and to cut a long story short,
I was appointed as Deputy Vice Chancellor (Sustainability and Enterprise) - starting
in September of the same year.

The University campus within the town of Bognor Regis has an interesting history.
Sir Richard Hotham wished to develop the then seaside village to become a summer
retreat for the royal court of King George V - and to this end built three rather
grandiose mansions within a development he named 'Hothampton Crescent'; these
three buildings are situated just inside of the front entrance of the Bognor campus.
While Sir Richard did manage to secure royal patronage with the renaming of the
now growing seaside town as 'Bognor Regis', legend has it that the king uttered the
immortal words 'Bugger Bognor' in retort to his doctors suggesting that he might
like to spend some time in Bognor to aid recovery from some recent surgery. Those
who are familiar with Black Adder will remember their take on this tale all too well.

In fairness to Sir Richard, his intention was to help leave a lasting legacy to a place
to which he felt he owed much, as was the custom for many business owners and
philanthropists during Georgian and Victorian times. Since then these buildings and
the estate have passed through various hands and been used for a number of pur-
poses, including during the last century as a school - and then post the second world
war as an 'emergency teacher training college' for re-training ex-servicemen and
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women so as to provide for a new career for them - whilst helping supply the desper-
ate need for school teachers during a time of national re-building.

Both of these projects had regeneration at their heart which aligns perfectly with the
current government's wish that Universities should be powerhouses of economic
development for the local region and wider community.

Bognor Regis is recognised by the Meteorological Office as being the sunniest part
of mainland Britain with only the Scilly Isles within the UK recording more sun-
light hours per year. During its heyday Bognor Regis was one of Britain's most
popular holiday destinations - as well as being home to the first Butlins resort (more
on that later). In recent decades the area has however, been characterised by a sea-
sonal and low wage economy coupled with one of the lowest progression rates for
school leavers to University from any part of the country - despite being only six
miles from Chichester, which could not be more different in terms of affluence.

And so we move to the Tech Park project: The University of Chichester with its two
campuses has for many years been known as a beacon for widening participation
and fostering life changing opportunities, but until this project was conceived was
only focussed towards arts and humanities based curricula. The Tech Park project
was born out of a desire to further extend this mission to encompass a broad range
of science and engineering based curricula and research.

Following market research a decision was taken to focus the initial curricula to-
wards Engineering and Design (with obvious high end centres of engineering excel-
lence such as Rolls Royce Motor cars, Ricardo, Goodwood and Thales in the local
hinterland) - and Digital Technologies since this represents the fastest growing sec-
tor of the UK, EC and worldwide economies covering subject disciplines from math-
ematics and computer science through to high end digital animation (with applica-
tions ranging for example from film through to flight and medical simulator train-
ing).

With the launch of more than 30 degree courses, this arguably represents the largest
single launch of STEM1 based courses in the UK since the Robbins report that gave
rise to the birth of the 1960s group of Universities. No pressure there then….

It was decided that the Tech Park was to be built on a long disused and overgrown
field on the edge of the Bognor campus known as the 'Donkey Field' that lies some
250m from the beach - with its name coming from the field where the seaside don-
keys used to rest overnight. The only thing between the Donkey field (and now the
Tech Park) and the beach is Butlins - and as I said earlier, more on that later !

1. STEM : Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
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After many hours of treading the boards of national and local government offices
and departments, the requisite funding and planning permission were obtained to
allow building work to commence in September 2016.

The first challenge was to find and locate a pressurised sewer pipe that we knew ran
underground and across the Donkey field (and above which we could not build).
While we thought we knew where this was, actually identifying the pipe (as a con-
dition of the planning permission) proved incredibly difficult with the pipe defying
ground penetrating radar and a whole host of other techniques. Eventually after a
myriad of trial pits had been dug and the offending pipe exposed, groundworks
began for the foundations in December 2016. The ground in Bognor is incredibly
boggy as the name suggests, with the foundations for the Tech Park being formed of
approximately one hundred and fifty, 20m long concrete piles being driven into the
ground until they hit bedrock. The depth of the
piles is almost (if not quite) the height of
the five storey building as the tech-
nical drawing shows..!

As is often the case,
groundworks continued for
months with little to show
before the sudden emer-
gence of the outline struc-
ture of the building almost
overnight. Architects' plans for Concrete Foundation 'piles'

Concrete and Steel Frames Start to
Rise from the Ground

The early months of 2017 were
unbelievably wet with the build-
ing site becoming a mud bath
that resembled the Somme and
which threatened to put the
building programme behind
schedule.

During this time I and my team
were busy designing and writing
our new curricula, lodging with
UCAS2 our new degree pro-
grammes for a 2018 start and

2. UCAS : The Universities and Col-
leges Admissions Service
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marketing courses with great gusto. The threat of
the new facilities not being ready did little for my
blood pressure ! Work by the builders and fitters
reached fever pitch during the summer of 2018
and with 24 hour round the clock working by our
incredible IT teams and estate department, the
building opened to our first undergraduates on time
and to budget in September 2018.

On the weekend before the arrival of our first stu-
dents Josie my wife, Paul Ogden and Miwa Tonaki
and I were all booked in on Sunday 9th September
to attend the 2018 Goodwood Revival Festival just
under five miles away. The problem was that at
that stage most of the furniture still had to be put
into lecture rooms, TV monitors were still being
unwrapped, and computers being plugged in and
connected, protective film being pealed off win-
dows etc. Since this project was very much 'my
baby', I decided the only right and proper thing to
do was to roll up my sleeves and help all the peo-
ple who were essentially working for me around
the clock !

I deposited the others at Goodwood and still wearing a cravat, tweed trousers and a
silly hat, arrived for the Sunday morning shift of hard manual labour. My blood
pressure was again not greatly helped by the sight of parents turning up with their
offspring to the hall of residence for courses that were due to begin on Monday
morning - and with the full knowledge that the building at that stage was not ready
to receive students!

Sunday lunch consisted of eating a Big Mac sitting cross-legged on the floor of an
engineering workshop. I hadn't eaten Mac Donald's in 15 years (and I'm not plan-
ning to have another one in the next 15 years if I can help it), but somehow it did hit
a spot just at the right time. Fifty or more people worked all day with something of
a Dunkirk spirit in the air, until every piece of equipment was functioning and by 5
o'clock or so that evening we were ready for lectures that started at 9am the next
day.

Whilst all of this was going on the country was gripped with royal wedding fever -
with one of the worst kept secrets in the run up to the wedding being that Prince
Harry and Megan Markle were to be made the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. Subtle

Seamus 'on-site' During
Construction
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enquiries were made through the proper channels and it was determined that the
new royal couple wished to plan a Sussex awayday as their first visit to the county
of Sussex immediately prior to setting off on their first overseas tour to the Antipo-
des. To cut a very long story short, the Palace agreed a schedule whereby the royal
couple would arrive in Chichester and view a copy of the American Declaration of
Independence - and then travel to and officially open the Tech Park on October
30th.

Everything during the day went like clockwork with even the sunshine living up to
the reputation for Bognor being the sunniest place in Britain. The previous week the
news had been filled with stories of the duchess opening her own car door - failing

completely to mention
anything of the event
she was opening. We
had braced ourselves
that the news coverage
could be dominated by
some item such as the
colour of the duchess’s
shoes or similar.

Part of the Tech Park Finished but still Surrounded by Builders Fencing….

The Duke and Duchess
Talking to Undergradu-
ates as they Undertake
their Work
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As it turned out it actually received very positive coverage by all of the broadcasters
and papers, with the BBC choosing to broadcast the 'South Today' local news pro-
gramme that evening from the Tech Park. It was particularly pleasing that the news
reports really captured the mission behind and scale of the project, with one excep-
tion… The Duke when visiting one of the computer suites spotted Butlins from one
of the windows and quipped to Megan that he might like to take her there for a break
sometime, which was promptly seized upon by a reporter from 'the Sun', with this
story making the front page of the paper the next day.

The couple were incredibly light hearted, making real efforts to talk to as many
students as possible, putting them at ease, talking to them in some depth about their
work - whilst also laughing and joking throughout.

The Duke was clearly
particularly interested
in the University's work
to support student well-
being and talked much
about the work he and
his brother and their
wives undertake with
charities such as 'heads
together' initiative - as
well as having many
questions when touring
the Engineering facul-
ties. Engineering Workshops During Fit Out

Seamus and Colleagues
Demonstrating a
Materials Tensile

Strength Test to the
Duke and Duchess within

an Undergraduate
Teaching Lab
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Duke and Duchess Unveil Plaque to Commemorate Opening on 30th October 2018

Amongst other things, the Duchess was particularly interested in and complemen-
tary about our recording studios, given her acting career.

Our press office logged worldwide hits of news stories covering the event, noting
that accessed news item stories amounted to 3.5 Billion hits - vastly more than the
collective total the university had ever received in its entire history.

The very next week the couple announced that the Duchess was expecting - some-
how I feel that had this news been public at the time of the opening, this would have
been the dominant news in the media !

And so a year on this £35m, 6,000m2 Tech Park is open, all of the courses are
running and the project has helped put the University and Bognor Regis truly on the
map - as well as having managed to attract a royal visit.

Sir Richard Hotham would, I think, approve.
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A Final Farewell as the Royal Couple Leave the Tech Park
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OBITUOBITUOBITUOBITUOBITUARIESARIESARIESARIESARIES
Audrey Stubbs (Nee Morris)
2nd June 1931 - 28th May 2017
Queen Elizabeth College 1950-1953;
Treasurer of QE(K)A

Audrey arrived at QEC in 1950 from
Wakefield Girl's High School to study
Household and Social Science. She had
grown up in Lofthouse, near Wakefield,
where her father ran the local coke works,
the eldest of three children and the first mem-
ber of her family to attend university. Audrey
soon began to enjoy college life in postwar
London, despite having to learn nutrition
with the limitations of rationing, and her fi-
nal examination papers show she was well
versed in a wide range of subjects from prac-
tical bacteriology to understanding the health
and safety principles of the Factory Acts. She
was gregarious and quickly made friends
within college and in the wider University,
friendships which would last for many years.

Audrey went on to a career as an analyst at
the public laboratory, Leeds. She married
Basil Pegler in June 1954, whom she had
met at the London University Christian Un-
ion. He had studied mining engineering at
Imperial College, and joined the coal board
after graduating. Together they were to move
with his work through the mining districts
of Derbyshire and Staffordshire. After a
break, bringing up three children, she be-
gan a new career as a home economics
teacher in schools in London: The Royal Ma-

Audrey Stubbs.
Above: Graduation photograph.
Below: Reading her report at the

2007 AGM
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sonic School, Hendon County Grammar School, and finally at Copthall Girl's
School, Mill Hill.

She enjoyed visiting concerts and operas at the Albert Hall and Coliseum in
London and singing in a local Gilbert and Sullivan society. A perennial lover
of good food, she was an active member of The Winetasters and taught wine
appreciation at adult education classes in Ealing, where she lived for over
forty years.

Divorced and married for a second time to Kenneth Stubbs, Audrey took
retirement in 1981, but continued as governor at a local school, and as treas-
urer for the QEC alumnae until September 2007.

Audrey's happy memories of university life were undimmed by dementia in
her last few years, and it is a testament to the friendships she made that her
close friend, Barbara Dewing, with whom she had started at QEC, read at her
funeral in Oxfordshire, where Audrey died after a short illness.

Tribute by Mary Peglar, Audrey's daughter

Emeritus Professor Michael Edwin
John Holwill (Mike to most) died sud-
denly in January this year, aged 79.  A
highly respected member of the aca-
demic community and his local com-
munity alike, he will be sadly missed
by all who had the good fortune to
know him.

Mike was born in Tavistock, Devon in
December 1939 to Mabel and Leslie
Holwill.  Being close to Dartmoor he
developed a love for the country in his
childhood and enjoyed hiking and
camping on the moors.  He was a mem-
ber of the Tavistock Scout Troop and
also the St John Ambulance where he

Emeritus Professor Michael Edwin John Holwill
1939-2019
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acted as medic for the Tavistock football team.  By the time he left Tavistock
Scout Troop he had achieved his Queen's Scout Award.

Mike attended Tavistock Grammar School and was an accomplished student
and sportsman, notably in long distance running and open range shooting.
He was school captain in 1957 and graduated with distinction in Maths and
Physics in 1958.

After leaving school in Tavistock, Mike chose Kings College in London to
study for his first degree, graduating in 1961 and then moving to Queen Eliza-
beth College to study for his PhD.  He completed his PhD in 1964 titled
"Theoretical and Experimental Studies on the Motion of Flagellated Micro-
Organisms" supervised by Professor Ron Burge. He had also already taken
up the role of assistant lecturer in Physics and began a lifelong career in
Biophysics research and teaching in which he became highly respected around
the world.

Browsing through some of the old photographs from Mike's QEC days re-
veals a variety of memories. Some are less serious such as the six-a-side
cricket competitions; partying people wearing nine-plus-two club t-shirts; a
home-made coffee machine with laboratory glassware and Bunsen burner; as
well as numerous more serious group images from the various international
research meetings attended.

He formed close professional and personal relationships with Professors Pe-
ter and Birgit Satir of the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York
with whom he shared several exchange research and teaching studies.

While Mike's research focus was experimental measurement and mathemati-
cal and computer modelling of cilia and flagellar motion, he also applied his
physics skills to assist others in areas as diverse as biological quantum infor-
mation carriers and Roman weaponry ballistics.

Mike was promoted to lecturer in 1966, then reader in 1972 and in 1997 was
conferred the title of Professor of Biological Physics.  He retired in 2003
from King's College as Emeritus Professor but remained in touch with his
academic colleagues over the years through various social events, notably
physics lunches and "9+2" gatherings.

Throughout his career Mike made many friends which is attested by the kind
messages the family have received from his former students, colleagues and
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members of the sports clubs that he
became a part of:

He was always cheerful and every-
one enjoyed his company.  He led a
well-motivated team of postgradu-
ates and was always ready with
words of encouragement for us all.
He was well liked and respected by
staff and students alike.

He was good humoured, friendly and
collegiate in the best sense of the
word. While I never worked directly
with him, it was clear from the affec-
tion that he inspired among the mem-
bers of his research group that he
was a true leader. I treasure the years
we spent together in the QEC cricket
on Wednesday afternoons.

I have lots of happy memories of in
depth scientific conversations with your Dad, coffees, lunch and teas all gath-
ered together, Christmas meals and pub lunches - all with much, much laughter.
Your Dad always enjoyed company and I will always remember his big, kind
smile.

Your dad was an inspiration to me for a combination of intellect, good hu-
mour and above all kindness.

I did make good use of the technical and life skills I learnt while in the [Bio-
physics] group (not to mention being a moderate player of Japanese chess!).
Mike honed my ability to think through problems and this had helped me
throughout my career.

I got my PhD with your dad and also learned paragliding.   And I should say
an appreciation for beer :)

Mike was a wonderful man and a great teacher.  There were nothing but good
times learning from and working with Mike: certainly some of the very best
times of my life.

Mike Holwill at his celebration on
becoming Professor in 1997 - his cake

is iced with pictures of flagella
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At College many of us will I am sure picture him surrounded by colleagues
and Post Grad students enjoying a pint and having a good laugh. He never
craved the limelight yet he was an integral part of life at King's both with his
dedication to teaching and also with his enthusiasm for life.

A memorial celebration was held on 30th January at St Richard's church in
Ham, Richmond, where Mike and his beloved wife Wendy, who sadly also
passed away recently, had been members of the congregation since its inau-
guration in 1966.

Mike accomplished so much, he was an unassuming, kind and generous gen-
tleman. He had time for everyone and will be much missed by his children
and grandchildren as well as the academic family he became a part of over
the years.

Thank you Mike, we will remember you always with great love and respect.

Tribute by Ian Holwill, Mike’s son

Adrian W Parkins Ph.D.
Died 11 February 2019, aged 74 years

Dr Adrian Parkins was born in Ringshall, near Berkhamstead, Hertfordshire.
His childhood was spent in a rural setting which probably led to his lifelong
enjoyment of long walks in the countryside.  After secondary school he went
to Manchester University to read chemistry, and subsequently work for a
Ph.D. under Professor Jack Lewis, a famous inorganic chemist.    His Ph.D.
work involved a comparative study of ligand reactivity. This was followed by
a postdoc at Technische Hochschule in Munich, Germany.  He developed a
lifelong love of Germany, particularly Bavaria.  Adrian then briefly worked
at ICI, Runcorn, where he found the corporate attitude not to his taste, and so
left to join the QEC Chemistry Department in October 1971.  In 1972/73 he
revisited Munich under the Younger Research Scientists Scheme, where he
lectured at the Max Planck Institute, and later he had sabbaticals in the US
and in Wurzburg, Germany.

At QEC Adrian continued research with a number of research students/
postdocs mainly in the area of catalytic hydration of nitriles.  He set high
standards for himself and his students, who he worked alongside doing prac-
tical work.  They held Adrian in high regard and enjoyed working with him.
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After the merger with
King's College he con-
tinued with his re-
search, and  one study
with Talit Ghaffer in-
volving a platinum
complex led to the
naming of a catalyst as
the "Ghaffer-Parkins"
catalyst.  Adrian col-
laborated with quite a
lot of other staff espe-
cially at King's.   He
continued at KC until
his retirement in 2006.
Very sadly his final act as Head of Department was closing down the  Chem-
istry Department. Adrian could not understand how a world-class institution
could function without a chemistry department.

As an undergraduate teacher he was clear and treated the students with re-
spect and courtesy.  As in his research he set high standards for himself and
the students.

Outside of chemistry he had a very wide range of interests.  He had a great
interest in German culture and language, being a regular attender at the Goethe
Institute.  He enjoyed classical music favouring German composers, particu-
larly Schubert.  Adrian had a collection of porcelain, mainly tableware from
German producers such as Meissen.  He had an excellent wine cellar focussed
on French wines.  One of his delights was to possess at sometime at least one
bottle of every first growth claret.  He also enjoyed German food, and was a
good cook himself.  Adrian travelled widely, always with an eye out for visits
to porcelain factories.  He also had a lifelong interest in ikebana.

Adrian's health declined slowly over the last 2-3 years .  By October 2018 he
was very weak when he attended  for the last time a lunch meeting of  former
QEC  chemistry staff that is held twice  yearly.  In November he entered a
nursing home and was well looked after there until he passed away from the
effects of pancreatic cancer.

Adrian Parkins (centre) enjoying happy times wih former
Chemistry staff Gerry Levitt (left) and Maurice Rigby (right)
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Adrian will be remembered as a good person with a strong sense of what is
correct behaviour.  He was very reliable, trustworthy, with a dry sense of
humour, and at the same time he had no patience with incompetence.  He will
be missed by colleagues, friends and family.  A well attended Humanist Me-
morial Event was held in the King's College Chapel on 17th May.  I am
indebted to Rachel, Adrian's sister, for providing the transcript of the memo-
rial service and additional information, and also to Maurice Rigby for help in
writing this article.

 Rosemary Satchell

H Peter Bennetto 1937-2019

Dr Peter Bennetto died on June 10, 2019, after a period of ill health. He was
born on October 10, 1937, in Ilfracombe, Devon, and educated locally. After
leaving school he carried out his national service in the army, where he trained
as a munitions examiner. On completing national service he took a job at
Kodak research laboratories, and  while working there studied for a chemis-
try degree at Birkbeck College, University of London, graduating in 1964.
He then pursued Ph D studies at Birkbeck, under the supervision of Dr David
Feakins and obtained his Ph D degree in 1967. He next carried out postdoctoral
work at the University of Kent, working in the
group of Prof E F Caldin.

In 1969 he was appointed to a lectureship in
physical chemistry at Queen Elizabeth College,
where he quickly established himself as a val-
ued member of the chemistry department. He
was a committed and enthusiastic teacher and
many generations of students, both in chemis-
try and in life science departments, will remem-
ber his lectures and lab classes. He was also
memorable for his clothes sense, with colour-
ful trousers, interesting shirts and an array of
hats!

He was an active research worker and had a
number of Ph D students. Initially his work
focussed on solvent effects in kinetic and

Pete in Chemistry learning aids
lab - QEC prospectus ~ 1982
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electrochemical studies. However the excellent social contacts with colleagues
in other departments led to a growing interest in collaborations with staff in
the departments of microbiology and biochemistry. This led to a substantial
body of work on fuel cells using biological materials, and on the develop-
ment of biosensors for glucose. This work attracted  considerable interest
and substantial support from Research Councils, and industry.

Pete had periods of sabbatical leave at the University of Florida and at the
Riken Institute in Tokyo. For the latter visit he studied some Japanese, to
facilitate his daily life. Several workers whom he met on these visits subse-
quently visited QEC for further collaboration, and a number of other QEC
colleagues also visited Tokyo as a result.

Following the King's//QEC merger Pete resisted relocation to the Strand cam-
pus and continued his collaborations on the Kensington site, while travelling
to the Strand for teaching. He took early retirement in 1996 but continued to
publish work for several years.

During his time at QEC Pete was an active participant in many non-academic
activities. For some years he continued to play soccer for a Birkbeck old

Pete at the six a side cricket -  a team from the malt whisky society with Chris Thurston,
Nancy Rothwell (coopted member to meet rules about female members), Alex MacLeod,
Pete Bennetto, Mike Stock
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students team, and he was a regular member of the QEC staff cricket team.
Social rounds of golf with other staff members also featured during this time.
He was a founder member and secretary of the QEC Malt Whisky Society, a
social gathering of colleagues, where discussion, fuelled by a bottle of malt
whisky, ranged over many subjects, some of them scientific. The MWS sur-
vived the merger, with some changes in membership, and Pete continued to
attend meetings into the 21st century, when the last of the QEC members
retired.

Pete had a lifetime love of music, and was a very proficient player of the
clarinet and saxophone. He also played the flute and keyboards. Throughout
his life, and especially in retirement, he played in a variety of jazz bands.
Several college functions were enriched by music from bands which he had
organised and the six a side cricket competition was a favourite venue. He
also organised a band for the funeral of our colleague and MWS member,

Michael Bazin. In retirement he
played with a number of bands,
especially the Steve Lane Red Hot
Peppers and the Dave Chandler
Band. He performed on numerous
CD recordings with the latter
band, and played with them for
many years on Sunday evenings
at the Lamb and Flag, Covent
Garden. He can be found on
YouTube recordings with both
these bands.

In 2016 Pete was diagnosed with
Alzheimers disease, having
shown symptoms for some time.
He also received treatment for
bladder cancer. He lived at home
with his wife Olive until earlier
this year, when, after a short pe-
riod in hospital he moved to a care
home, where he died. At the fu-
neral his life was celebrated by

Pete playing in a band at the six a side cricket
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members of his family and by a number of former colleagues and friends
from QEC together with members of the bands he had played with.

Pete was a great colleague and friend, and will be missed and remembered by
many former students and colleagues.

I should like to thank Sue Bennetto and John Stirling for their help in prepar-
ing this tribute.

Tribute by Maurice Rigby

Professor Clive Wilkinson

We are sad to learn that Clive Wilkinson, QEC Physics,
died in June 2019.

Clive joined the QEC Physics department in 1967, teach-
ing 2nd and 3rd year students and conducting research
in x-ray and neutron crystallography.  In 1988, after the
merger with KCL, he went to the Institut Laue Langevin
(ILL) in Grenoble for a year on sabbatical leave and
subsequently became became head of the Instrumenta-
tion Group at the European Molecular Biology Labora-
tory to build a Laue diffractrometer (LADI). He returned
to UK in 1999 but continued as a Visiting Professor at
KCL and Durham University, still going to Grenoble
on a regular basis to continue his research work.

At QEC, Clive was a keen member of the 6 a side cricket team and he contin-
ued to turn out for the King’s College Staff cricket team whenever he could.
Otherwise, Clive and his wife occupied their time visiting their children and
grandchildren in the UK and New Zealand.
Members may remember enjoying Clive’s talk on his time at QEC and
Grenoble at the the QE(K)A reunion in 2009:  ‘Cricket balls, neutrons and
other projectiles’.

We hope to have a more comprehensive tribute to Clive in next year’s Envoy.
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KKKKKCLA RCLA RCLA RCLA RCLA Reeeeeporporporporporttttt
2018-19

bbbbby Py Py Py Py Paul Ogdenaul Ogdenaul Ogdenaul Ogdenaul Ogden

Alongside the annual events that KCLA organises, which are listed below,
there is a growing interest in developing alumni involvement in the colleges
societies, departmental, and sports clubs. I'm hoping that in the not too dis-
tant future I'll be able to invite our membership to attend events organised by
many of the science and medicine departments within King's which are the
natural successors to those at QEC.

QE(K)A's Relationship to KCLA

QE(K)A is a branch of the King's College London Alumni Association (KCLA)
which is the independent body representing all alumni and former staff of
King's and the colleges with which it has merged. All QEC graduates are
automatically members of KCLA. Our association has a seat on the KCLA
council and we endeavour to always have representation at their meetings
and events.

KCLA organises a number of annual events to which all QE(K)A members
are invited. The highlights of the calendar are:

KCLA Games - The annual contest between sporting alumni and
current King's students. The event has grown considerably in re-
cent years and attracts some 400 sportsmen and women, together
with a large number of spectators. Traditionally this event has
clashed with our reunion date so check with KCLA if you are inter-
ested in attending.

Annual Dinner - held in prestigious venues in central London. In
recent years we have been privileged to be hosted by the House of
Lords

Duel Day - commemorating the Duel fought between the Duke of
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For more news of QE(K)A see our
website www.qeca.org.uk. Our
webmaster Gary Thomas (see
photo) is always pleased to hear
from ex-QEC/KCHSS members
and welcomes news and photo-
graphs for the web site.
email@gcathomas.me.uk

We also have a growing presence
on facebook under
QEC and Kensington Campus KCL
Alumni
with more than 77 members.

On the Web 

Wellington and the Earl of Winchilsea over the founding of King's and
Wellington's support of democratic rights for Irish Catholics.

KCLA Address - a speech given by an eminent and prominent member
of KCLA, or the college to an open audience, on a serious topic of
major current interest.

Alumni Weekend - a mid-summer programme comprises a rich selec-
tion of internal and external events designed to appeal to people of all
ages regardless of their subject of graduation.

The KCLA executive is currently looking at the scheduling of these events
with an eye to spreading them more evenly throughout the year. Full details
will be available from the King's website and their In Touch magazine.
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QE(K)A Data Privacy Policy

The Queen Elizabeth (Kensington) Branch, King's College London Association (formerly Queen Eliza-
beth College Association), known as QE(K)A, is a branch of the King's College London Association
(KCLA).

What information do we collect / hold about you? We collect information about you when you
register with us, book a ticket to attend one of our events or purchase merchandise from us. We do not
collect information about you when you use our website, unless you explicitly complete an informa-
tion form.

The information that we hold about you is restricted to that for which we, as an alumni association,
have a legitimate interest under the GDPR legislation. This includes your name, contact details and
information about your time at QEC/ King's Kensington site, such as subject studied and years at the
college.

How will we use the information about you? We use your information to keep you informed
about QE(K)A and KCLA events, to supply the Envoy newsletter and to process orders for event
tickets and merchandise.

QE(K)A will not share your information for marketing or fund raising purposes with third party or-
ganisations.

In processing your event ticket or merchandise orders, we may send your details to, and also use
information from external ticketing organisations, credit reference agencies and fraud prevention agen-
cies.

Event venues may, for security reasons, require us to provide an attendee list. In that situation we will
supply the minimum amount of information necessary and require the venue to not use that for market-
ing purposes.

Marketing We would like to send you information about QE(K)A and KCLA's events and mer-
chandise which may be of interest to you. You have a right at any time to stop us from contacting you
for marketing, or any other purposes. If you no longer wish to be contacted please inform the member-
ship secretary at qeka.mem.sec@gmail.com or in writing to the address detailed below.

Access to your information and correction You have the right to request a copy of the in-
formation that we hold about you. If you would like a copy of some or all of your personal information,
please email qeka.mem.sec@gmail.com or write to us at the address detailed below. We want to make
sure that your personal information is accurate and up to date. You may ask us to correct or remove
information you think is inaccurate.

Other Newsletters and Websites Our newsletter and website may contain references and links
to other newsletters and websites. This privacy policy only applies to QE(K)A's newsletter and website
so when you link to other websites you should read their own privacy policies.

Changes to our privacy policy We keep our privacy policy under regular review and we will
place any updates on this web page. This privacy policy was last updated on 22 June 2018.

How to contact us Please contact us if you have any questions about our privacy policy or infor-
mation we hold about you: email qeka.mem.sec@gmail.com or write to us at the following address:
QE(K)A, 1 Ellington Street, London N7 8PP.
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CONTACTS:

Chairman: Paul Ogden
Email:  pjogden@btinternet.com

Secretary: Vacant post

Treasurer: Barbara McLennan, nee McDermott
Tel:  01784 247384
Email: barbarajmcl@hotmail.com

 Membership Secretaries: Dr Sally Henderson, nee Taylor
Tel: 01424 775130
Email: sally@themillhouse.eu

Radha Robinson, nee Subramanian
Tel: 0207 6070133
Email: radha.robinson@googlemail.com

Julia Duval, nee Littlewood
Tel: 07768 387514
Email: julialittlewoodduval@hotmail.com

 Editor Envoy: Lyn Embling (nee Rigby)
2 Ayling Hill,  Aldershot,
Hampshire, GU11 3LL.
Tel : 01252 333 977,
Email:  bizzyblings@hotmail.com

Web Master: Gary Thomas
Email: email@gcathomas.me.uk

QE(K)A Branch website: www.qeca.org.uk


